
CityCouncil Ponders
Propefiy Tax llike

The heodl ine here re-
flects the eorly "whot if...?"
thinking of Ames City Coun-
cil it the locol option I c tox
foils to meet with voter op-
provol November 4.

Foced with certoin cosh
shortfoll due to the end of
Federo l  revenue shor ing ,
t h e  C o u n c i l  m u s t  d e c i d e
whether to push for o con-
sideroble property tox hike
or to slosh funding in locol
humon seruices, city mointen-
once ond development ond
community orts proiects.

W i t h o u t  l o c o l  o P t i o n
(which by stote low con be no
more fhon one penny on the

dollor), property toxes ore
"the most likely source, the
most reodily ovoiloble source
of funds," observed Ames
ottorney Williom Tysseling.
"And I  don' i  think the pro-
perty owners ore especiolly
keen on seeing their toxes
roised ogoin.

"No one l ikes oddit ionol
toxes," soid Tysseling, "but

we ol l  soy we bel ieve in foir-
ness, ond spreoding the bur-
den of toxotion omong oll
users of services is the foirest
sysiem."

The Ames Trtbune hos
endorsed the tox, noting thot
most of "life's necesgities"
such os food ond medicine
will not be toxed.

If Ineal Option Fails...
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heo l th  ond nu t r i t ion  pro-
groms to over 2,000 Ames
ond Story County residents
yeorly. Services include four
c h i l d  c o r e  c e n t e r s ,  c h i l d
heolth services, ond nutr i -
tionol support for fomily doy-
core homes.

Some 250 fomilies with

Victims ltlayl,ose
Compensation Funds

Story County victims of Providing probotion sup-
the f t ,  v io lence 'ond o ther  e rv is ion ,  monogement  o f
losses moy lose rhe possibil- bod check recovery ond med-
ity of restitution dollors if o iotion service lor .12 yeolsr
locolopt iontoxisnotpossed CCJ hos-receiveci  over 50
November 4, occording to percentof itsoperotingfunds
Lynette Honthorn, execritive through g-enerol. rev.enue
dlrector of the Committee on shoring of Federolly ollocot'
CriminolJust ice(CCJ). eddol lqrs 'Withrevenueshor-

ing now ended, CCJ's future
is on the l ine.

Goal: Kestoring Dollars
and People

CCJ, through volunteer . ,Thg locol. option tox. is
ouomeniotion Jf ooid stoff, soid to be the best possibility

ff i ;;; ; l t""tt $sbboo o": forthisorsonizotiontofund-
"r"iti to .otrnrnity crime ing this work' Without pos'
vict ims. The porole super- soge" '
vision of over 400 persons
chorged with simple, serious
or oggrovoted misdemeon-
ors helps restore people re-
sources.

If the local option tax is not passed...
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"What does it mean?"
"The publ ic funding of support

for the orts is on essentiol element for
o vitol ond democrotic society," of-
firmed Luther Kiser here recently,
speoking on beholf of locol residents
who ore involved in the orts. Nurture
of the humon spirittokes monyforms,
Kiser noted, ond our society 's gools
should include on ort ist icol ly enr ich-
ed community of coring people. Such
communities exist ond improve be-
. A r r c a  + h a  r a m m a n  w i l l  h e r c  h a a n

With the locol option tox to be
voted on November 4, soid Kiser,
"We hove on opportunity ot this time
to focus thot support ond express
thot common wi l l .  A'yes'vote does
much more thon provide property
tox rel ief .  l t  mointoins our long his-
tory of ottention to the ortistic needs
of our cul ture os one of our 'humon'

seryices." A 'yes' vote meons the orts
wi l l  cont inue lo nourish community
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REASONS WHY
YOUR VOTE NOV.4
SHOULD BE "YES''

Whof is the locol opfion tox?
Essentiol ly, i t  is o on-e-cent iox on

soles ond services thoi the people of
Ames ond Story County con opprove
ond use lhe money for locql concerns
ond needs.

Why do we need it?
For two reoson : (1 ) to reploce neorly

$600,000 of losl revenue shoring funds
thoi hove gone lo support humon services
ond ihe orts; ond (2) ro give iox relief to
property owners who hove been the sole
meons lhe city or counly could roise
money.

Whof wil lthe moneybe used
lor?

In Ames, 60% of the money, or on
est imoted $1.1 35 mi l l ion o yeor ,wi l l  go
for property iox relief. The other 4O"/",
or $757,OO0 o yeor, will go to suppori
humon services, ihe orts, ond commun-
ity betterment.

Whot does thot meon for
the overoge home owner in
Ames?

The overoqe home in Ames is
volued ot $70,0b0. lf the locol option
tox hod been in effect lost yeor, thot
home owner would hove poid $75 less

in property loxes. Lost yeor the tofol
revenue roised in Ames from property
loxes wos 57,297,940. l f  locol option
posses, over $' l  .  135 mil l ion wil l  go for
properiy tox relief eoch yeor.

5. Whqt sociol service ogen-
cies ore we tolking obout
ond whot effect wil l the end
of revenue shoring funds
hove on them?

In the post, the City of Ames hos
used $328,000 in revenue shoring
funds to fund rhe humon service ogen-
cies ond the orts. The County hos used
$270,000 of revenue shoring funds for
this purpose.

This $600,000 of funds is now
oone. lf i t con'l be reploced, o few of
ihe ooencies which ielv on revenue
shorin6 f unds will survive with o subston-
tiol reduction in services, but most wil l
ceose lo exisl.

These ogencies include Legol Aid,
Senior Citizens, Ames Community Pre-
school, Children's Services, UMC Doy
Core, Committee For Criminol Justice,
Cenierfor Personol Development, Story
County Developmenlol Center, R.S.V.P.,
Boys Club, Open Line, Youth ond Shel-
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ier Services, Counci l  on Aging, Sexuol
Assoult Center, Ames Visit ing Nurses,
People Ploce, ond Senior Cit izen Cooli-
i ion.

5. How high is our property
tox ond why?

lowo ronks 
'l 
4rh in the notion in

per copilo property toxes poid.
Hisforicolly, it mode sense to tox

property owners for the services locol
governmenf provided. The cil ies were
colled upon to provide slreels, sewers,
utilities, f ire ond police protection which
cleorly provided direct benefits to pro-
perty owners.

When locol qovernmenl wos coll-
ed upon to provide sociol oroqroms for
iuveniles, the elderlv, foi diuqs ond
olcohol obuse, for d'ov cores, ind for
bottered women, the-only meons of
funding ihese progroms lotolly wos to
roise properfy toxes until federol rev-
enue shorinq eosed sorne of this bur-
den.

Wirh the end or revenue shorinq
f unds, the cosi of these services is foll ind
diredly on locol government. lt doesnrl
moke sense to soy thot only property
owners should poy for these services.
Cleorly, they ore nol directly reloted to
property ownership-they off ecl every-
one in the community. The locol option
meons thot everyone supporls them,
nol lusl property owners.

The locol option wil l meon over
$1,135,000 in property  tox re l ie f
eocn yeor.

t .

2.

3.

4.


