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ITEM #: 12 
DATE:      01-24-23  
DEPT:      P&H_   _ 

COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ELIGIBILITY FOR 
CRANFORD APARTMENT BUILDING AT 103 STANTON AVENUE 

BACKGROUND: 

The City has received a request from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for 
a recommendation of National Register eligibility for the Cranford Apartment Building, 
located at 103 Stanton Avenue (See Attachment A-Location Map and Attachment B-
Photograph of Cranford Apartment Building). The property owner (deed holder) is 
“103 Stanton LLC.” It is requested that the City Council provide direction for the 
Mayor in responding to a request from SHPO.  

As a Certified Local Government (CLG), the Mayor and Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC) are to review National Register nominations for any property inside 
the boundaries of the City. Nominations are submitted to SHPO, and a copy of the 
nomination is then provided to the CLG for review and comment.  

The State Historical Society of Iowa is required to provide the City with a 60-day period 
for the review from the date the nomination is received. A copy of the nomination was 
received on December 12, 2022. The State Nominations Review Committee (SNRC) 
will consider nomination of the Cranford Apartment Building at its meeting (by 
Zoom) on February 10, 2023. 

Alexa McDowell, Architectural Historian, prepared the nomination for the property owner. 
The complete National Register Nomination, including photographs of the Cranford 
Apartment Building, are available on the City’s website at the following link: 

National Register of Historic Places - Ames | City of Ames, IA 

The Narrative Statement of Significance emphasizes that: 

“The Cranford Apartment Building is eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion A in association with Alda Wilson who was directly 
involved in development of the project to build the Cranford and who was the 
project architect and construction supervisor. Wilson exemplifies the 
advancements made by women in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in the 
areas of education, the professional arena, and women’s rights. Because the 
purpose of the Cranford Apartment Building (housing for women), the 
development of the project by the Faculty Women’s Housing Company (a 
predominantly female development group), and the role of Alda Wilson (a woman) 

https://www.cityofames.org/government/departments-divisions-i-z/planning/historic-preservation/national-register-of-historic-places
https://www.cityofames.org/government/departments-divisions-i-z/planning/historic-preservation/national-register-of-historic-places
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as architect and construction manager, the Cranford Apartment Building is the 
best local resource to call attention to the history of women’s rights in the early 
20th century.”   

 
The completed nomination forms include a “Statement of Significance” of the Cranford 
Apartment Building (See Attachment C – Statement of Significance). 
 
The preparer of the nomination selected National Register Significance “Criterion A” 
as the basis for the nomination. “Criterion A” are those properties that are 
associated with events that have made significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. (See Attachment D – Excerpt of National Register Bulletin 
No. 15, pages 12-13) 
 
The City’s Historic Preservation Commission met on January 9, 2023, to review 
the nomination and receive public comment. Alexa McDowell (Architectural Historian 
and preparer of the nomination), the property owner, and apartment manager were 
present to address any questions from the Commission. There were no members of the 
public present. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission voted 7-0 to find that the Cranford 
Apartment Building (103 Stanton Avenue) meets “Criterion A” and recommended 
National Register eligibility to the State Nominations Review Committee.  
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve a motion directing the Mayor to sign the Certified Local Government 
National Register Nomination Evaluation Report Form finding that the nomination 
of the Cranford Apartment Building (103 Stanton Avenue) to the National 
Register of Historic Places meets National Register Significance “Criterion A” 
and recommends National Register eligibility to the State Nominations Review 
Committee. 

 
2. Approve a motion directing the Mayor to sign the Certified Local Government 

National Register Nomination Evaluation Report Form finding that the nomination 
of the Cranford Apartment Building (103 Stanton Avenue) to the National 
Register of Historic Places does not meet National Register Significance 
“Criterion A” and recommends National Register ineligibility to the State 
Nominations Review Committee. 

 
3. Defer action on this request and refer it back to City staff for additional 

information. 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
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Information provided in the application provides the basis for a determination of 
significance according to “Criterion A.” Supporting the Nomination allows for the 
property owner to seek Historic Tax Credits administered by the State in support of their 
planned renovation for the building. Listing on the National Register does not 
establish local landmark status or require conformance to local design standards 
or guidelines. Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City 
Council adopt Alternative No.1, as described above. 
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ADDENDUM 
 

An individual property cannot be inc luded  on the National Register of Historic Places 
unless the owner of the property wants the listing. Such a property owner would need 
to notify the Bureau of Historic Preservation in writing if the property owner objects. 
 
National Register status in no way limits the right of the property owner to preserve, 
alter, or even demolish the property. There are no requirements for property owners to 
take any action regarding the use of their property, provided that no Federal license, 
permit, or funding is involved. 
 
The power to protect a National Register property is limited to local design guidelines 
and to a review of those projects which are funded wholly or in part by the federal 
government and which impact, directly or indirectly, listed properties. National Register 
status does not mean that a property cannot be destroyed by a highway, by Urban 
Renewal, or by some other project. It does mean that before a federal agency can be 
involved in any way with such a project (e.g., funding, licensing, or authorizing it), the 
federal agency must consider alternatives by which the National Register properties 
might be saved from destruction. 
 
There are four (4) National Register Criteria used to determine historic significance for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The criteria relate to a property’s 
association with important events, people, design of construction, or information 
potential. The National Register criteria recognize these values embodied in buildings, 
structures, districts, sites, and objects. The four (4) criteria are as follows: 
 

• Criterion A – Properties that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
 

• Criterion B – Properties that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our 
past. 
 

• Criterion C – Properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high 
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. 
 

• Criterion D – Properties that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 
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Attachment A 
Location Map 
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Attachment B 
Photo of Cranford Apartment Building 
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Attachment C 
Statement of Significance-Page 1 
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Attachment C 
Statement of Significance-Page 2 
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Attachment C 
Statement of Significance-Page 3 
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Attachment C 
Statement of Significance-Page 4 
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Attachment D 
Excerpt of National Register Bulletin No. 15 (cover page) 
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Attachment D 
Excerpt of National Register Bulletin No. 15 (continued) 
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Attachment D 
Excerpt of National Register Bulletin No. 15 (continued) 

 

 


	ITEM #: 12
	ITEM #: 12
	DATE:      01-24-23
	DATE:      01-24-23
	DEPT:      P&H_   _
	DEPT:      P&H_   _
	ALTERNATIVES:
	ALTERNATIVES:
	CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION:
	CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION:
	Attachment A
	Attachment A
	Attachment B
	Attachment B
	Photo of Cranford Apartment Building
	Photo of Cranford Apartment Building

