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COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS FROM AMES MAIN STREET FOR JANUARY DOLLAR 
DAYS 

 
BACKGROUND:   
 
Ames Main Street (AMS) is planning to host its annual dollar days from Thursday, January 
26 through Sunday, January 29, 2023. To facilitate this event, AMS is requesting a waiver 
of parking fees and enforcement in the Downtown on Saturday, January 28, 2023. Fulfilling 
this request and providing free parking for 613 metered parking spaces yields an estimated 
loss of $1,379.25 to the Parking Fund. Funds from the Local Option Sales Tax Fund have 
been placed in the FY 2022/23 City Budget to reimburse the Parking Fund for this event. 
 

In addition, AMS requests a blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit for January 28. The 
requests are detailed in the attached letter. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the requests from Ames Main Street for Saturday, January 28, as outlined 
above, including a transfer of $1,379.25 from the Local Option Sales Tax Fund to 
the Parking Fund. 

 
2. Do not approve the request. 

 
CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Ames Main Street sidewalk sales have been successful in bringing shoppers to the 
Downtown area. Sufficient funding exists in the City Budget to reimburse the Parking Fund 
for the lost revenue for the free parking request. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1 as described above.  
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