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ITEM # __10___ 
DATE: 08-09-22 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: REQUESTS FOR BACK TO SCHOOL BASH IN CAMPUSTOWN 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Ames Chamber of Commerce plans to hold its first annual “Back to School Bash” on 
September 29, 2022. The event involves activities for families and students, with live 
music and a beer garden. Organizers plan to close the 200 block of Welch Avenue 
(from Chamberlain to Hunt Street) and Chamberlain Street from Welch Avenue to the 
Chamberlain Lot Y exit from approximately noon to 11:00 p.m. 
 
Reserved spaces in Welch Lot T will not be affected and those users will be able to 
enter and exit their spaces through the alley west of Welch Avenue. Fire Station #2 will 
not be affected by the arrangement of these closures. The overall area affected by the 
event is similar to the area used for Summerfest in Campustown. 
 
Organizers are requesting the following for September 29: 
  

• Closure of the 200 block of Welch Avenue and Chamberlain Street from Welch 
Avenue to the exit of Chamberlain Lot Y between noon and 11:00 p.m. 

 
• Closure of parking spaces in the 200 block of Welch Avenue, on Chamberlain 

Street between Welch Avenue and the Chamberlain Lot Y exit, Welch Lot T, and 
Chamberlain Lot Y between 12:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. 

 
• Access to City-owned electric outlets and waiver of fees for electricity use 

(approximately $5 loss of revenue) 
 
• Blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit 
 
• Blanket Vending License and waiver of fee ($50 loss to City Clerk’s Office) 
 
• Approval of 5-Day Special Class C Liquor License with Outdoor Service 

 
Ames Chamber of Commerce is also requesting a closure of 51 metered parking 
spaces in the 200 block of Welch Avenue, on Chamberlain Street between Welch 
Avenue and the Chamberlain Lot Y exit, Welch Lot T, and Chamberlain Lot Y between 
noon and 11:00 p.m., and a waiver of parking meter fees and enforcement (Loss of 
approximately $82.50 to Parking Fund). The City Council’s policy regarding parking 
waivers is to consider requests such as this one on a case-by-case basis, as 
opposed to requiring reimbursement for lost parking revenue. Lost parking 
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revenue is only required to be reimbursed under this policy when the parking 
waiver is District-wide. 
 
The Special Class C Liquor License will facilitate a fenced-in beer garden, which will 
only be open to patrons 21 years of age and older, and to children under 18 who are 
accompanied by a parent who is 21 years of age or older (with the permission of the 
event organizers).  
 
The Ames Chamber of Commerce is providing liability insurance coverage for this 
event. Police Department staff will issue a Noise Permit for the event. Ames Chamber of 
Commerce will contact affected businesses by going door-to-door, distributing flyers, 
and through email contacts. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the requests as outlined above for Back to School Bash on September 
29, including the waiver of fees.  
 

2. Approve the requests, but require reimbursement to the City for lost parking 
meter revenue, a blanket Vending License, and the usage of electricity. 
 

3. Do not approve the requests. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The proposed event resembles the Summerfest event previously held by the Chamber 
in Campustown. That event model has been demonstrated to be a safe and successful 
activity. This event will help promote Campustown and provide entertainment for 
residents. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, as described above.  
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