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ITEM # __13__ 
DATE 04/26/22 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: AMES MAIN STREET REQUESTS FOR 515 WEEKEND 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Ames Main Street (AMS) plans to host “515 Weekend” from Friday, May 13 through 
Sunday, May 15. This event was implemented by Ames Main Street in 2021 with the 
intention of celebrating our area code, 515, through a variety of activities – 5 hours and 
15 minutes of live music, 515-themed specials in businesses, and giveaways to attract 
individuals to Downtown Ames.  
 
The activities on Friday May 13 include a beer garden and live music on Douglas 
Avenue and a family activity zone on 5th Street. The events are free to the public to 
attend. Organizers expect up to 1,000 people to participate in the activities. To facilitate 
this event, Ames Main Street has made the following requests for May 13: 
 

• Closure of Douglas Avenue from Main Street to 5th Street, and 5th Street from 
Kellogg Avenue to Douglas Avenue from 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
 

• Closure of 41 metered parking spaces in the event area and waiver of fees 
(estimated $71.75 loss to the Parking Fund) 
 

• Use of City electrical outlets and waiver of fees for electricity (estimated loss to 
Electric Fund of $10). 
 

• A blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit and a blanket Vending License for 
Downtown for May 13-15 to allow stores to display and sell merchandise and 
waiver of Vending License fee ($50 loss to City Clerk’s Office). 
 

• Approval of a Special Class C Liquor License and Outdoor Service Privilege. 
 

Organizers have hired private security to check IDs and staff the four entrance/exit 
points to the beer garden area. Additionally, Ames Main Street staff and volunteers will 
monitor the crowd and staff the road closures.  
 
The City Council’s adopted policy regarding waivers of parking meter fees requires 
reimbursement to the Parking Fund for district-wide suspension of parking regulations. 
Closure of a smaller number of parking spaces, such as this request, is to be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
The Council should note that the request letter from AMS includes a request to suspend 
enforcement of Section 17.16 of Ames Municipal Code (Minors Prohibited on Certain 
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Premises), with the intent to allow minor children to enter the beer garden area with 
their parents. However, this section of Municipal Code already provides for such an 
exception, at the discretion of the license-holder. Therefore, no suspension of Section 
17.16 is necessary. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the requests for 515 Weekend as described above, including the 
requested waiver of fees. 

 
2. Approve the requests as indicated above, but require reimbursement for the 

blanket Vending Permit ($50), electricity use ($10), and lost parking meter 
revenue ($71.75) 

 
3. Deny the requests. 

 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
515 Weekend provides an opportunity to attract visitors to Downtown Ames. The events 
include family friendly activities and promotions that support local businesses. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1 as described above. 
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