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 ITEM # __32__  
 DATE: 02-08-22 

COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF LAND LEASE AT  205 SOUTH WALNUT TO 

HEARTLAND SENIOR SERVICES 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On July 1, 1988, the City entered into the original lease with Story County Council on 
Aging, now Heartland Senior Services (HSS), at 205 South Walnut. This property, 
formally an Ames grade school site, was acquired by the City using Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding through the State of Iowa for the purpose of 
providing to the community a Senior Center along with the associated services. 
 
As the building has far exceeded its useful life, the Heartland Board of Directors 
(HBOD) initiated a campaign to solicit donations for a new building. While numerous 
sites were considered for the new facility, ultimately it was determined that it would be 
best to remain at the current site.  Subsequently, the HBOD approached the City 
Council about preparing a new long-term lease for the site to house a new facility. 
 
In response to this request, the City Council directed staff to negotiate a new land lease. 
Attached for your approval is the proposed lease which contains the following 
stipulations: 
 
Paragraph 1. Term 
The term of the lease will be fifty years commencing on February 1, 2022. 
 
Paragraph 5. Consideration 
No payments will be required of Heartland. Rather Heartland will be required to provide 
needed services to our senior citizens in the community during the duration of the lease, 
along with other responsibilities. 
 
Paragraph 6. Use of Property 
The property can be used by Heartland to provide only senior services on the site, and 
not for any other purpose. 
 
Paragraph 11. Insurance Protection 
Heartland will indemnify, defend, and hold the City harmless against any and all claims, 
maintain a $5 million liability coverage, and name the City as an additional insured. 
 
Paragraphs 13 & 14.  Prior Approval 
Heartland must receive prior approval from the City Council for the initial building and 
site improvement plans, future buildings/additions/site improvements, and any 
subleasing or selling of buildings. 
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Paragraphs 12 & 15. Maintenance of Property 
Heartland will be responsible for maintaining the lawn, sidewalks (including snow and 
ice removal from sidewalks); and maintaining and repairing buildings, structures, and 
site improvements. 
 
Paragraph 9. Comply with all City laws, etc. 
Heartland will be required to comply with all city, state, and federal laws as well as city 
rules, regulations, and ordinances. 
 
Paragraph 16. Termination 
The lease can be extended by mutual consent of the parties. Heartland has 30 days to 
cure any default before the lease will be terminated. At the end of the term of the lease 
whether extended or not, all buildings on the property will become property of the City. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1) The City Council can approve the attached lease agreement with Heartland 
Senior Services. 

 
2) The City Council can approve the attached lease agreement with Heartland 

Senior Services, with modifications. 
 

3) The City Council can decide not to enter into a lease agreement with Heartland 
Senior Services to serve as a site for their new facility. 

 
 
CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Heartland Senior Services has done an excellent job over the years in providing much 
needed services to our senior citizens.  Allowing the continued use of the City’s property 
will facilitate the construction of new facility. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council support 
Alternative #1 and approve the attached lease agreement with Heartland Senior 
Services. 
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