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 ITEM # _    27   _ 
 DATE:   02-08-22   

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: ENDORSEMENT OF IOWA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR BERDEX, USA 
WITH LOCAL MATCH IN THE FORM OF A GRANT 

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Berdex, USA is the North American branch of a Netherlands-based company that 
designs and manufactures trailers for livestock transport.  The company has been in 
business since 1947 and is a leader is the biosecure transport of livestock.  This project 
would bring the manufacturing of Berdex trailers to the former Caremoli site in Ames.    
 
The project will include leasing 18,000 square feet of space at the former Caremoli 
facility to setup and begin manufacturing three types of livestock trailers.  Ames will also 
be the Berdex, USA headquarters.  Investment for the project is expected to be $1.895 
million. Local funding in the form of a $11,420 grant funded half by the City of Ames and 
half by the Ames Economic Development Commission (AEDC) will provide a local 
match for $57,100 in tax incentives from the State of Iowa.  The project is expected to 
add 16 manufacturing and 4 administrative jobs with benefits and pay rates starting at 
just over 100% of the Story County median laborshed rate and expected to exceed 
130% after 36 months.   
 
IEDA will review the Berdex application for assistance at its February 18, 2022, 
meeting. The local match from the City will be contingent upon approval of the final 
agreement by the City Council.  For the IEDA to continue consideration of this project, 
the City Council must adopt a resolution supporting the submittal of the Berdex, USA 
application for IEDA assistance.  Terms of the grant agreement will be determined after 
the IEDA award. 
 
If Council supports the application for assistance, the local match for the project 
will be a $11,420 grant loan to be funded with $5,710 from the City of Ames (from 
the available balance in the Economic Development Fund) and $5,710 from the 
AEDC. The AEDC Executive Board approved their funding of the required local match 
at a meeting on Friday, February 4, 2022. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. Adopt a resolution supporting the submittal of the application from Berdex, USA 
requesting economic development assistance from IEDA with local match to be 
provided in the form of a grant in the amount of $11,420; $5,710 from the City of 
Ames from available balance in the Economic Development Fund and $5,710 
from the AEDC. 

 
2. Do not adopt a resolution of support for Berdex USA’s application. 

 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Berdex, USA is an established company and leader in the design in manufacture of 
livestock transport trailers and has selected Ames as the location to invest capital and 
establish operations in North America, providing high paying jobs without the cost of 
additional City infrastructure.  In keeping with the Council’s goal to promote economic 
development, this project will expand the number of quality jobs within our city.   
 
In addition, an analysis of their proposal utilizing the evaluation matrix for industrial and 
manufacturing companies indicates that they would qualify for the City’s “best terms” 
within 36 months of establishing operations.  This high score is influenced by good 
wage rates, number of jobs, and no requirement for investment in City infrastructure. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative #1, as described above. 




























	27
	27 Attachment

