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ITEM #       19
  DATE: 12-14-21   

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT:  2020/21 SOUTH DAYTON IMPROVEMENTS 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The South Dayton Gateway area of Ames has seen an increase in congestion over 
the last several years. Economic growth in the South Bell Avenue industrial district, as 
well as along SE 16th Street, has contributed to this congestion. The completion of the 
northbound to westbound fly-over bridge at the Interstate 35/US 30 interchange has 
made mitigating the congestion on South Dayton Avenue a priority to avoid impact on 
US 30. 
 
To address this congestion, capacity improvements are needed at the SE 16th Street 
and South Dayton Avenue intersection as well as signalizing the ramp terminals at the 
South Dayton Avenue and US 30 interchange. WHKS of Ames, Iowa, developed plans 
and specifications with costs, as shown below: 
 

Revenues   Expenses  
G.O. Bonds $  700,000  Administration $     65,000.00 
U-STEP Grant funds  400,000  Design 86,100.00 
21/22 Pavement Restoration 25,000  Construction (est) 

 
   721,875.21 

   Gridsmart Detection      62,172.00 
   Signal Cabinets    80,360.00 
   Signal Poles   78,348.00 
Total $1,125,000  Total   $1,093,855.21 

 
The Iowa DOT Funding Agreement for $400,000 in U-STEP Grant funds has been prepared 
and is attached. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. a) Approve the Iowa DOT Agreement for $400,000 in U-STEP funding for the 
2020/21 South Dayton Improvements project. 

 
 b) Approve the plans and specifications for the 2020/21 South Dayton 

Improvements project and establish January 19, 2022, as the date of 
letting with January 25, 2022, as the date for report of bids. 

 
2. Reject the DOT Agreement and do not approve this project. 

 
 



2 

CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
By approving the DOT Agreement and the plans and specifications, it will be possible 
to increase safety and improve operational efficiency of three intersections for 
residents. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, as described above. 
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