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               ITEM #         10      
DATE:     09-28-21  

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: CERTIFICATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT APPROVAL ON BEHALF 

OF LOCAL NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS RECEIVING EMERGENCY 
SHELTER GRANT (ESG) FUNDS THROUGH IOWA FINANCE 
AUTHORITY 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Assault Care Center Extending Shelter and Support (ACCESS) is seeking to submit 
an application for Federal Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) funding through the Iowa 
Finance Authority (IFA). In order to apply for this funding, ACCESS must request a 
certification from the local government that the program funds are consistent with 
goals and priorities outlined in the City’s most current CDBG Five-Year 
Consolidated Plan (2019-2023) for addressing the needs of homeless and low-
income households.  
 
ACCESS is seeking to apply for approximately $78,137 in ESG funding. Of this amount, 
$22,590 will be for shelter operations and staff expenses for their office located in Ames 
and Story County. The remaining $55,547 would be for rapid rehousing and 
homelessness prevention programming over their five-county service area. Of this 
amount, Ames/Story County is anticipated to receive an allocation of approximately 
$28,458 (51%).  
 
The “Certification of Local Government Approval” signifies that the City understands and 
agrees to allow these non-profit agencies to receive federal funds directly through IFA.  
Also, these certifications confirm that the City approves of IFA administering these grant 
funds on behalf of the non-profit organizations.  The application is for funding beginning 
January 1, 2022.  
 
In order to facilitate the ACCESS application for these ESG shelter grant funds, the 
Mayor is being asked to sign the attached “Certification of Local Government 
Approval” on behalf of ACCESS.   
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Authorize the Mayor to sign the Certification of Local Government Approval for the 
ACCESS application for ESG grant funding through IFA. 

 
2.  Do not authorize the Mayor to sign the Certification of Local Government Approval 

for the ACCESS application for ESG grant funding through IFA. 
 
 
 



2 

 
CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Receiving ESG grant funds administered through the Iowa Finance Authority is very 
important in helping this agency provide much needed services for the homeless and 
victims fleeing domestic violence in Ames and Story County.  
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative #1, as described above.  
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