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ITEM # 7 
DATE: 08-10-21  

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT:  REQUESTS FOR RUN FOR THE ROSES  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The members of Alpha Omicron Pi and the Ames Area Running Club are proposing to 
host their 35th annual Run for the Roses event on Sunday, October 17 from 6:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. The event includes a 5k race/walk, 10k race, kid’s run, and a post-race 
breakfast. An estimated 900 guests are anticipated to attend. 
 
The race involves a new route compared to previous years. City staff believes the new 
route will involve fewer runner/traffic conflicts compared to the previous route, and will 
allow east/west traffic to flow unimpeded along Mortensen Road. Runners will park at the 
Hansen Ag Center on Mortensen Road and the race will assemble on Hayward Avenue 
adjacent the Towers. 
 
In order to facilitate the movement of participants, temporary street closures are 
required on Sunday, October 17 from 6:00 a.m. to approximately 1:00 p.m. on 
Hayward Avenue from the corner of Lot 61G to Storm Street and on State Avenue 
from Tripp Street to Mortensen Road.  
 
Runners will use the trail path from Sheldon Avenue to Dotson Drive, crossing 
State Avenue. Additionally, runners will use coned-off portions of the following 
streets, which will remain open to traffic during the event: 
 

• Hayward Avenue from Storm Street to Knapp Street 
• Knapp Street from Hayward Avenue to Sheldon Avenue 
• Sheldon Avenue from Knapp Street to Hunt Street 

 
The streets will reopen as runners pass through each area during the final run. CyRide 
routes will only be slightly affected at the Ames Middle School turnaround, where buses 
will wait for a gap in the runners to enter and exit the turnaround. Public Works will provide 
barricades and traffic cones to facilitate the road closures, and volunteers will staff them. 
A blanket temporary obstruction permit for the race area is requested.  
 
Event organizers have indicated they will place signs in the affected areas prior to the 
event and will go door to door with the event information.  
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ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the requests for Run for the Roses on October 17, 2021. 
 

2. Deny the requests and direct staff to work with organizers to find an alternate 
location for the event. 

  
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Run for the Roses is a long-standing philanthropic event in Ames. The event has been 
well-organized in previous years and the proposed route has been selected to minimize 
potential conflicts with vehicular traffic.  
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, as described above. 







 
 
 
 
 
July 23, 2021 
 
 
Mayor Haila 
City Council Members  
Dear Mayor Haila & City Council Members,  
 
The Ames Area Running Club and Iowa State’s Alpha Omicron Pi Sorority will be hosting their 
35th Anniversary Run For The Roses 5K Run/Walk, 10K Run and Kids Fun Run on Sunday 
morning, October 17 at the Hansen Agricultural Center, 2508 Mortensen Road.  Attached, are a 
flyer and course map with all the details.  
 
Our representatives (Mike Clayton, Roman Lynch & Don Muff) met on July 22 with Ames city 
staff representing the City Clerk, Assistant City Manager, Police and Fire Departments, Streets 
and Roads Department and Cy Ride – to review all aspects of our event.  
 
The Run/Walk routes for this year’s Run For The Roses have been revised to accommodate our 
Ag. Center location versus the routes used at our previous Ames Middle School location.  This 
will result in a reduction of Ames full and partial street closings.  As a result, we respectfully ask 
for the following full and partial temporary street closures:  
 

• Hayward Avenue from Mortensen to Storm Street – Full 
• Hayward Avenue from Storm to Knapp Street – South bound lanes coned 
• Knapp Street to Sheldon Avenue – East bound lane coned 
• State Street – Full closure – Full Closure to North & South bound traffic  
• CMS warning signs on selected areas of State Street and Mortensen 

 
We will have trained volunteers manning the cross-walk between the Hansen Center and the 
starting and finish areas on Hayward Avenue and Mortensen Road.  
 
Thank you for your consideration!  
 
Sincerely,  
Don Muff 
President, Ames Area Running Club 



 

Campustown Action Association 
119 Stanton Ave, Suite 602 
Ames, IA 50014 

 
 
 
August 5, 2021 
 
 
 
 
The Campustown Action Association is supportive of the Run for the Roses race being held October 
17th. The course skirts around just the outer edges of the Campustown District. They have selected 
a Sunday morning, on an away game weekend, which further minimizes how the district and 
neighborhood is affected. Routes will be marked, and they have a proven history of successful 
events. CAA will add the run to our calendar and the CAA September newsletter to help notify the 
district. We see no issues for concern and wish them great success for race day. 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
  

Karin Chitty 
Executive Director 
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