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ITEM # ___16__ 
DATE 07-27-21 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: AMES SANITARY LANDFILL ENVIRONMENTAL COVENANT WITH 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The City of Ames operated a sanitary landfill, permitted by the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) until 1996. In 1996 the landfill was transitioned from an operating 
landfill to a 30-year post closure permit administered by IDNR. This post closure permit 
requires routine scheduled monitoring of water and gas wells located on and around the 
landfill, twice yearly physical inspections of the entire landfill property, and submission of 
semi-annual reports to IDNR, all conducted by a professional engineer.   
 
On-going City staff work to monitor the landfill and maintain stable conditions has enabled 
the landfill to make an early transition into the next phase, which is an environmental 
covenant. This action releases the City from the current permit and establishes 
reduced monitoring and reporting requirements. 
 
The environmental covenant is perpetual with the land title and is binding on the 
City and any future owners of the property to manage risk of future exposure by 
limiting specified activities on the property and establishing affirmative 
obligations. Some of the general restrictions include prohibiting excavations deeper than 
two feet, removal of municipal waste, drinking wells, structures, and vegetation burns. 
Additionally, the leachate collection system, fence and gate, and landfill cap must be 
maintained, and biennial inspections by a professional engineer must take place. 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. Approve the Ames Sanitary Landfill environmental covenant with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. 

 
2. Do not approve the Ames Sanitary Landfill environmental covenant with the Iowa 

department of Natural Resources and continue with the current permit. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
This environmental covenant reduces on-going requirements for the closed Ames landfill 
due to its stability and compliance record. It ensures the site will be maintained in an 
environmentally sound manner. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1 as described above. 
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