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 ITEM # __11___ 
 DATE: 05-25-21 

 
 

COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 
SUBJECT:  BIOSOLIDS AGREEMENT WITH VERBIO NEVADA LLC 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Ames Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF) produces approximately 30,000 
gallons of biosolids each day. Throughout the year, these biosolids are stored in the 
facility’s primary and secondary digesters and biosolids storage lagoon. Ultimately, the 
biosolids are disposed of by land application on farm ground adjacent to the WPCF. A 
majority of the land application is performed for the City by a contract hauler. 
 
Verbio Nevada LLC (Verbio), located near the city of Nevada, Iowa, is in the process of 
constructing digesters for the purpose of producing renewable natural gas. Verbio is 
nearing completion of the first set of eight digesters and plans to bring them online in 
phases in the coming months. Start-up of the digesters requires a biological “seed” 
material for the digestion process to begin. After the startup, the digestion process 
sustains itself as organic material continues to be introduced. The biosolids produced at 
the WPCF can act as this seed material to start the digestion process for a new digestion 
unit.   
 
In Fall 2020, Ames staff was approached by representatives from Verbio, inquiring 
whether the Ames WPCF would have the ability to provide a portion of its biosolids to 
Verbio for digester start-up. City staff evaluated the inquiry and has had ongoing 
conversations with Verbio staff and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources to 
determine the logistical and regulatory feasibility of providing the biosolids to Verbio. 
 
It has been determined that a portion of the biosolids produced by WPCF can be 
provided to Verbio without adversely affecting operations at the WPCF or 
negatively impacting the facility’s regulatory record.  Verbio will be responsible for 
hauling all the material at its cost.  While the biosolids would be provided to Verbio 
at no cost, a savings of $25,000-$75,000 in the FY 2021/22 WPCF operating budget 
may be achieved due to the avoided expense of contract land application.  
 
City staff has developed a written agreement (attached) with Verbio that details the 
obligations of each party for the hauling and handling of the biosolids.  

 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. Approve the Biosolids Agreement with Verbio Nevada LLC effective upon signed 
approval of both parties for a period of three years from the executed date. 
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2. Do not approve the Biosolids Agreement. City staff would continue to handle 
biosolids in the same manner as in previous years. 

 
 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The Ames Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF) produces a large volume of biosolids 
during the wastewater treatment process. These biosolids require annual disposal onto 
land adjacent to the facility by a contract hauler. Providing biosolids to Verbio Nevada 
LLC would allow the City to achieve significant savings in the WPCF operating budget 
over the next three years while providing additional operational flexibility and maintaining 
regulatory compliance. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, as described above. 
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