ITEM # 21
DATE: _ 04/27/21

COUNCIL ACTION FORM

SUBJECT: REQUESTS FROM AMES MAIN STREET FOR SHOP FOR A CAUSE

BACKGROUND:

Ames Main Street (AMS) has submitted requests to facilitate Ames Main Street Shop
for a Cause, to be held on November 6, 2021. At this event, downtown businesses can
promote a non-profit of their choice through sales and other partnership efforts.

To facilitate this event, organizers are requesting suspension of parking regulations and
enforcement for the Downtown from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 6
($1,370.25 estimated loss to the Parking Fund). A waiver of fee for a blanket Vendor
License ($50 loss to the City Clerk’s Office) and a blanket Temporary Obstruction
Permit have also been requested.

In February 2020, the City Council adopted a new policy regarding metered parking
waivers:

Metered parking fees will not be waived for special events. Any event
organizers intending to provide free parking or to close metered
parking spaces must reimburse the City’s Parking Fund for the lost
revenue. The City Council may consider waivers to this policy on a
case-by-case basis for parking spaces that are obstructed by the
event area (not for area-wide free parking).

For FY 2021/22, the City Council allocated $5,489 in the Local Option Sales Tax Fund
to reimburse the Parking Fund for Downtown special events where free parking or
parking closures are to take place. Therefore, for this event, the City Council is
requested to authorize a transfer of $1,370.25 from the Local Option Sales Tax Fund to
the Parking Fund.

ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve the requests for Shop for a Cause as requested by Ames Main Street,
including the waiver of fees and transfer of funds from the Local Option Sales
Tax Fund to the Parking Fund.

2. Deny the requests



CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Ames Main Street Shop for a Cause aims to attract people to the Downtown, promote
shopping locally, and support non-profit organizations through partnering businesses.

Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt
Alternative No. 1, as described above.



December 28, 2020

Mayor and City Council
City of Ames

515 Clark Ave

Ames, |4 50010

Dear Mayor Haila and Members of the Ames City Council,

Ames Main Street is planning to hold Shop for a Cause on November 6, 2021,

Specific information about the event can be found on the included Special Event Application. We
would like a blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit. In addition, we would also request a waiver
of fees for free parking of city meters throughout Downtown on Saturday, November 6, 2021,

By bringing residents to Downtown Ames for attractions such as this, Ames Main Street is able to
fulfill its mission as a Main Street lowa community and create an economically vibrant downtown
with unique living, dining, and entertainment experiences.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and continued support of Ames Main Street. We
look forward to seeing you shopping in Downtown Ames!

Sincerely,

| 1M
QJQM ngw&
John Hall

Executive Director
Ames Main Street

304 Main Street, Ames, |A 50010 515.233.3472 AmesDowntown.org
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