ITEM # 15
DATE: 01-26-21

COUNCIL ACTION FORM

SUBJECT: REQUESTS FOR 4™ OF JULY ACTIVITIES

BACKGROUND:

Ames Main Street (AMS) is organizing the community parade for the 2021 downtown
Fourth of July Celebration. Parade staging will take place on Northwestern Avenue
between Wheatsfield Grocery and Main Street, on Allan Drive, on Pearle Avenue, in
City Hall Parking Lots M and MM, and in City Depot Lots TT and V.

To facilitate parade staging and movement, street closures will be needed from 6:00
a.m. until the end of the parade for the following streets:

* Main Street, from the east Central Business District (CBD) Lot entrance to the
Grand Avenue overpass, continuing on Northwestern Avenue to Sixth Street
(Wheatsfield customers will be allowed access at Sixth Street)

* Allan Drive

* Pearle Avenue

* Fifth Street, from Grand Avenue to Douglas Avenue

* Clark Avenue, from the south driveway of the CBD Lot to Sixth Street

* Burnett Avenue, from Main Street to Fifth Street

* Kellogg Avenue, from just south of Main Street to Fifth Street

* Douglas Avenue, from Main Street to Fifth Street

The following parking lot areas will also need to be closed for parade staging from 6:00
a.m. to approximately 2:00 p.m.:

e Lot MM, to the west of City Hall

e The south three aisles of Lot M, adjacent to the west door of City Hall (City
vehicles and cars of City employees who are on duty will be parked in the
north portion of the lot)

e DepotlLotsVandTT

Because July 4" is a City holiday, there will be no lost parking meter revenue from
these closures. A blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit for the Central Business
District will be required on July 4. AMS has requested access to City electrical outlets
at the intersection of Kellogg and Burnett Avenue for the parade announcer stand. AMS
has also requested a blanket Vending License for the entire Central Business District,
and a waiver of the license fee ($50 loss to City Clerk’s Office).



Public Works staff will provide barricades as needed to close the streets and control
access to the parking lots. AMS will have volunteers at each barricaded intersection,
and the Police Department will assist at the busiest intersections.

City staff has not evaluated this event against the COVID-19 criteria that were
used throughout most of 2020 to evaluate special events. It may be difficult to do
so, given the uncertainty about the state of public health measures several
months from now. If the City Council feels a review should happen as the event
approaches, the City Council could at that time direct staff to place it on an
agenda to be modified or canceled.

ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve the requests for activities on July 4th as requested above, including
street and parking lot closures, a blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit, a
blanket Vending License, use of City electrical outlets, and waiver of fees.

2. Request further information from event organizers

3. Do not approve the requests for the 4™ of July activities.

CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION:

The 4™ of July Parade provides a great opportunity to bring the citizens of Ames
together to celebrate.

Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt
Alternative No. 1, as described above.



AaNes

Decembar 28, 2020
Mayar and City Council
City of Ames

515 Clark Ave
Ames, |8 50010

Dear Mayor Haila and Members of the Ames City Council,

Ames Main Street is planning to host the 2021 Fourth of July Parode on July 4, 2021.

Specific infermation about the event can be found on the included Special Event Application. We
would olso request o waiver of fees for the Blanket Yendor Permit, and electricity.

By bringing residents to Downtown Ames for attractions such os this, Ames Main Strest is able to
Fulfill its mission as @ Main Sireet lowa community and creale an economically vibrant downtown
with unique living, dining, and entertainment experiences,

Thank you for your consideration of this request and centinued support of Ames Main Street. We
lock forward to seeing you shopping in Downtewn Ames!

Sincerely,

b 4ot

lohin Hall
Enecutive Director
Ames Main Street

304 Main Street, Ames, & 50010 515.233.3472 AmesDowntown.org
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CONTACTS
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