ITEM # 14
DATE: 01-26-21

COUNCIL ACTION FORM

SUBJECT: AMES MAIN STREET REQUESTS FOR ART WALK

BACKGROUND:

Ames Main Street (AMS) is planning to host its annual Art Walk on Thursday, June 3
from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Art Walk showcases downtown businesses and community
artists. In order to facilitate this event, AMS has requested approval for the following:

e Blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit for the Central Business District from 1:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

e Blanket Vending License for the Central Business District from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. and waiver of fee ($50 loss to City Clerk’s Office)

e Use of electricity in Tom Evans Plaza and use of the Plaza for live music and
waiver of fees for electricity.

e Closure of Kellogg, from Main Street to Fifth Street from 3:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Ames Main Street is also requesting a closure of 10 metered parking spaces in the
Downtown from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. to provide space for vendors, and to waive
parking meter fees and enforcement (Loss of $12.50 to Parking Fund). The Council’'s
policy regarding parking waivers is to consider requests such as this one on a case-hy-
case basis, as opposed to requiring reimbursement for lost parking revenue. Lost
parking revenue is only required to be reimbursed under this policy when the parking
waiver is District-wide.

City staff has not evaluated this event against the COVID-19 criteria that were
used throughout most of 2020 to evaluate special events. It may be difficult to do
S0, given the uncertainty about the state of public health measures several
months from now. If the City Council feels a review should happen as the event
approaches, the City Council could at that time direct staff to place it on an
agenda to be modified or canceled.

ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve the requests for Art Walk, including the waiver of fees.

2. Approve the requests for Art Walk, but require reimbursement for lost parking
revenue and for the blanket Vending License.

3. Deny the requests.



CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Art Walk is a popular annual event that adds vitality to the Downtown. The event
organizers have experience in hosting this and many other similar events throughout
the year.

Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt
Alternative No. 1 as described above.



/ \ MAIN STEE%

December 28, 2020

Maryor and City Coundil
City of Ames

515 Clark Ave

Ames, |A 50010

Dear Mayor Haila and Members of the Ames City Coundil,

Ames Main Street is planning to hold the anmwal Ames Main Street Art Walk event on June 3,
2021.

Specific information about the event can be found on the induded Special Event Application. We
would ako request a blanket Temporary Obstrudtion Permit, and o waiver of fees for the Blanket
Vendor Permit, elecrricity, and the 10 requested parking spaces.

By bringing residents to Downtown Ames for attractions such as this, Ames Main Street is able to

fulfill its mission as a Main Street lowa community and create an economically vibrant downtown
with unique living, dining, and entertainment experiences.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and continved support of Ames Main Strest. 'We
look forward to seeing you shopping in Downtown Amesl

304 Main Street, Ames, |A 30010  515.233.3472 AmesDowntown.org
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