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ITEM # 8 
DATE: 08-11-20 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM  

 
SUBJECT:  REQUESTS FROM AMES MAIN STREET FOR SEPTEMBER 

SIDEWALK SALES  
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
On January 14, 2020, the City Council approved requests from Ames Main Street 
(AMS) to host its annual Summer Sidewalk Sales. At this event, downtown businesses 
display merchandise on the sidewalks for pedestrians to browse. The event was 
originally scheduled to take place from July 23rd through July 26th, but did not occur at 
that time due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
AMS has re-branded this event as “September Sidewalk Sales” and has rescheduled it 
for September 10-13. 
 
To facilitate this event, organizers are requesting suspension of parking regulations and 
enforcement for the Downtown from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 12 
($1,370.25 estimated loss to the Parking Fund). A waiver of fee for a blanket Vendor 
Permit ($50 loss to the City Clerk’s Office) and a blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit 
have also been requested for Saturday, September 12.  
 
In February 2020, the City Council adopted a new policy regarding metered parking 
waivers: 
 

Metered parking fees will not be waived for special events. Any event 
organizers intending to provide free parking or to close metered 
parking spaces must reimburse the City’s Parking Fund for the lost 
revenue. The City Council may consider waivers to this policy on a 
case-by-case basis for parking spaces that are obstructed by the 
event area (not for area-wide free parking). 

 
For FY 2020/21, the City Council allocated $5,496 in the Local Option Sales Tax Fund 
to reimburse the Parking Fund for Downtown special events where free parking or 
parking closures are to take place. Therefore, for this event, the City Council is 
requested to authorize a transfer of $1,370.25 from the Local Option Sales Tax Fund to 
the Parking Fund. 
 
Because this event does not involve a gathering of crowds in a single area, City staff 
has not evaluated this event against the City Council’s adopted COVID-19 event 
criteria. 
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ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. Approve the requests for September Sidewalk Sales as requested by Ames Main 
Street, including the waiver of fees and transfer of funds from the Local Option 
Sales Tax Fund to the Parking Fund.  
 

2. Deny the requests 
 
 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
 
The Summer Sidewalk Sales is a successful event for the Downtown. This event 
attracts people to the Downtown and promotes shopping locally.  
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, as described above. 
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