
ITEM # ___19___ 
DATE: 01-28-20   

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT:    ECO FAIR APPROVALS 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The annual City of Ames EcoFair is being expanded this year to recognize two 
significant milestones: the 10th anniversary of the EcoFair and the 50th anniversary of 
Earth Day (April 22). While Ames Electric Services had hosted an annual Energy Fair 
for years, the expanded EcoFair began in 2010 with nearly all City departments 
participating. The goal of the EcoFair was expanded to reflect a range of 
sustainability issues and a mission of connecting residents with resources to 
conserve natural resources and reduce their carbon footprint.  
 
As in previous years, the EcoFair will be held at the Community Center Gymnasium 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 25. In addition to the traditional arrangements 
for EcoFair, staff plans to grow the event by using Fifth Street to exhibit the Iowa DNR’s 
Mobile Education Trailer, the City’s alternative fuel equipment, and an electric car 
display. Staff is also planning to extend an invitation to food trucks. 
 
To facilitate this event, City staff has requested the following: 
 

• Closure of Fifth Street from east of the Lot M (City Hall parking lot) entrance to 
Clark Avenue from 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 24th to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 
25th  

• A blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit 
• A blanket Vending License  
• Closure of 35 metered parking spaces along Fifth Street from 4:00 p.m. on 

Friday, April 24th to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 25th ($70 to the Parking Fund to 
be covered by the event.) 

• Continued use of three metered parking spaces to hold the Iowa DNR mobile 
trailer until its removal the morning of Monday, April 27. ($4.50 to the Parking 
Fund to be covered by the event.)   

 
Staff plans to notify affected properties along Fifth Street by distributing the event details 
via postcards. There is one residential property, and local traffic would be allowed in 
and out. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the requests for EcoFair on Saturday, April 25th, as outlined above, 
contingent upon reimbursement for lost parking revenue and vending License 
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2. Do not approve the requests. 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
EcoFair is an annual event that connects the Ames community with City staff and 
sustainability experts who provide a range of resources focused on reducing energy 
consumption and water, land, and resource conservation. The EcoFair furthers the City 
Council’s Goal to expand Sustainability Efforts. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the requests for EcoFair on Saturday, April 25th, as 
outlined above, contingent upon reimbursement for lost parking revenue and Vending 
License. 
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