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ITEM: ___21__ 
                 DATE:  09/10/19 

COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT RELATING TO BICYCLE PARKING 

INCENTIVES 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On March 5, 2019, the City Council directed staff to prepare a text amendment to incentivize 
bicycle parking for visitors to a site in commercial and industrial areas based upon a memo 
providing background information (Attachment A).  Currently, bicycle parking is required in 
only a handful of commercial zones.  The Downtown Gateway Commercial zone requires 
bicycle parking and allows for a reduction in vehicle spaces.  
 
Staff has received inquiries from developers and business owners wishing to retrofit one or 
more vehicular parking spaces into bicycle parking, but the Zoning Ordinance does not 
currently allow flexibility in the reduction of the minimum parking requirement for this purpose. 
  
The intent is to promote bicycle parking with options to reduce vehicle parking requirements.  
Staff proposes to allow, with Planning Director approval, a reduction of one vehicle parking 
space for every six qualified bicycle parking spaces. Note this is an adjustment since the 
Planning and Zoning Commission review to clear up an inconsistency in the draft ordinance 
and the intent of relating the number of spaces to the size of vehicle parking space. A 
maximum reduction of up to five vehicular parking spaces could be granted by the Planning 
Director, provided there is adequate vehicle parking on site.  
 
Based upon a typical bicycle parking loop two bicycles can be parked at each loop and a 
standard vehicle parking stall could accommodate up three to five loops with adequate 
spacing and its configuration for access. Adequate space accounts for a minimum of a 2x6 
foot space for a bike plus access and clearance needs. Secured bicycle parking lockers 
would also be eligible as a qualified facility to benefit from the parking reduction. The bicycle 
parking need not be located within the parking lot to benefit from the parking reduction, but it 
must be directly accessible to visitors of the site and within 150’ of the entrance. A graphic 
illustrating the implications of a 150’ distance is included as Attachment B. Motorized bicycle 
parking spaces are not eligible for the parking reduction allowance. 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed the requested amendment at its August 21, 
2019 meeting. The Commission discussed at length the balance of reducing vehicle parking 
as an incentive for creating bicycle parking.  Two specific concerns discussed included 1.)  
How would the parking reduction affect the number of ADA accessible parking spaces if there 
is a reduction in the total number of spaces? 2.)  How would the Planning Director determine 
within his/her discretion what is adequate parking to allow for a reduction?  Staff explained 
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that ADA compliant vehicle stalls are required at fixed ratios, with the first space provided 
required to be an ADA compliant parking stall.  With the allowed parking reduction, the 
greatest amount of ADA parking stall changes that could ever occur is one space by 
changing from one tier to another, but not to have none.  Staff also explained that the 
Planning Director would typically approve the reduction if the site initially included the 
minimum required amount of vehicle parking defined by the Zoning Ordinance.  However, 
when a site has either nonconforming parking or only a few required spaces, the Director 
would exercise discretion on whether to allow for the reduced vehicle parking incentive.  The 
Commission ultimately voted 6-0 to recommend approval of the text amendment for bicycle 
parking standards and incentives, as proposed by staff.  
 
Staff has prepared a second alternative to address the Planning Director discretion language 
if City Council has concerns about the open ended language in the draft ordinance. To 
ensure there is the ability to add a minimum of six bicycle parking spaces, at least a one-
space reduction would be allowed, but also allow for up to a 15% reduction.  For example, a 
site requiring 10 parking spaces could reduce the vehicle parking requirement by one space 
(10% reduction).   A site requiring 14 spaces would be able to reduce the requirement by two 
spaces (14.3% reduction) by providing 12 bicycle parking spaces.  A site providing 20 spaces 
could reduce the total by three spaces (15%) by providing 18 bicycle parking spaces. 

 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 
1. The City Council can approve on first reading the proposed ordinance related to providing 

bicycle parking, including within a front yard and allowing for a parking reduction of one 
parking space for every six qualified bicycle parking spaces for up to five vehicle parking 
spaces in commercial and industrial uses. 
 

2. The City Council can modify the draft ordinance language and approve on first reading 
standards for bicycle parking and allowing a parking reduction of a minimum of one 
parking space for six qualified bicycle parking spaces, up to a 15% reduction in vehicle 
parking spaces for every six qualified bicycle parking spaces.  

 
3. The City Council can direct staff to prepare alternative language for the proposed text 

amendment. 
 

4. The City Council can request additional information and defer making a recommendation. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
As the City continues to support multi-modal transportation and development of more 
“complete street” options it will be beneficial to the City to promote bicycle parking at 
commercial destinations. The proposed language creates an optional bicycle parking 
standard that is incentivized by allowing for a reduction in vehicle parking.   The allowance 
still requires that vehicle parking be provided, but that it may be reduced while also providing 
for bicycle parking.  Residential areas are not included in the incentive at this time, because 
minimum parking requirements are associated with the permitting and occupancy of rental 
housing. Additionally, staff has seen the market adapt to people’s biking interests with new 
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apartment developments providing for resident bike parking so that there does not appear to 
be a need to incentivize the provision of bicycle parking in the case of residential uses. 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council approve 
Alternative #1 as described above. 
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ATTACHMENT A: 
 



 5 TACHMENT B: 
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Attachment B 
Example of 150’ Distance for Bicycle Parking 

This example illustrates the new Fareway store at 619 Burnett Ave. 
 
 

 



PLACEMENT

Crosswalk

Crosswalk

When installing sidewalk racks, maintain 
the pedestrian through zone. Racks should 
be placed in line with existing sidewalk 
obstructions to maintain a clear line of 
travel for all sidewalk users.Sidewalk racks adjacent 

to on-street auto 
parking should be placed 
between parking stalls 
to avoid conflicts with 
opening car doors.

96”
(72” min)

96”
(72” min)

60”
(48” min)

60” 72” 48”

120” recommended

48” (36” min)

48” (36” min)

16’ min

96” recommended

24” (36” preferred when adjacent to auto parking)

24” min

36”
(24”min)

36”

36”
(24” min)

The following minimum spacing requirements apply to 

some common installations of fixtures like inverted-U or 

post-and-ring racks that park one bicycle roughly centered 

on each side of the rack. Recommended clearances 

are given first, with minimums in parentheses where 

appropriate. In areas with tight clearances, consider 

wheelwell-secure racks (page 6), which can be placed 

closer to walls and constrain the bicycle footprint more 

reliably than inverted-U and post-and-ring racks.  

The footprint of a typical bicycle is approximately 6’ x 2’. 

Cargo bikes and bikes with trailers can extend to 10’  

or longer.

Attachment C:
Example of Bicycle Dimension Guidelines



ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF
THE CITY OF AMES, IOWA, BY ENACTING NEW SECTIONS
29.201(22.1), 29.402(2)(a)(II)(r), AND 29.406(2)(e), AND
AMENDING SECTION 29.201(153), FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PROVIDING BICYCLE PARKING INCENTIVES; REPEALING
ANY AND ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES
IN CONFLICT TO THE EXTENT OF SUCH CONFLICT;
PROVIDING A PENALTY; AND ESTABLISHING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED, by the City Council for the City of Ames, Iowa, that:

Section One.  The Municipal Code of the City of Ames, Iowa shall be and the same is hereby amended by
enacting new Sections 29.201(22.1), 29.402(2)(a)(ii)(r), and 29.406(2)(e), and amending Section 29.201(153) as
follows:

“Sec. 29.201. DEFINITIONS.
Except as otherwise defined in this Ordinance or unless the context may otherwise require, the following
words are defined for the purpose of this Ordinance as follows:

***

(22.1) Bicycle Parking System means a fixed structure that allows bicyclists to park one or more
standing bicycles by locking the bicycle frame and one wheel to the structure or the storing of a
bicycle within a secured space, such as a locker.

***

(153)  Parking Space means any area designed and used for temporary location of a vehicle. "Parking
space" shall not include any vehicular storage areas. Bicycle Parking is not a parking space,
although it may be located within a parking area.

***

Sec. 29.402. SETBACKS.

***
(2) Extensions into Required Building Setbacks.

(a) Principal Buildings.

***

(ii) Full projections allowed. In addition to the minor projections listed in the previous
section, the following features are allowed to fully project into required setbacks:

***

r. Bicycle Parking Systems. Bicycle Parking Systems may be located in the front
setback of nonresidential zoning districts when it is no higher than four feet in
height and it does not interfere with required landscaping. This exception does
not allow for parking areas where otherwise not permitted.

***



Sec. 29.406. OFF-STREET PARKING.

***

(2) Required Parking Spaces . . . .

***

(e) The Planning Director may approve a reduction of required parking spaces for nonresidential
uses that have adequate vehicle parking, at a ratio of one parking space for every six Qualified
Bicycle Parking System spaces up to a maximum reduction of five spaces.

(i) Qualified Bicycle Parking Systems shall have the following attributes as determined
by the Planning Director:

1. Located on a paved surface, unless otherwise authorized for an alternative all-
weather improved surface.

2. Located to provide adqequate space for direct and convenient access and use by
the bicyclist.

3. Located within 150 feet of the main entrance or a customer entrance.
4. Located in manner that does not interfere with the flow of pedestrians or

vehicles.

***.”

Section Two. Violation of the provisions of this ordinance shall constitute a municipal infraction
punishable as set out by law.

Section Three.  All ordinances, or parts of ordinances, in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent
of such conflict, if any.

Section Four.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication as
required by law.

Passed this                     day of                                                        ,               .

______________________________________ _______________________________________
Diane R. Voss, City Clerk John A. Haila, Mayor
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