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ITEM # ___21___ 
DATE: 08-13-19   

 
 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: REQUESTS FOR AMES HISTORICAL SOCIETY “UNCORKED” 

EXHIBIT   
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Ames Historical Society is proposing to host a new exhibit titled “Uncorked” on 
Saturday, August 24 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The exhibit will feature the history of 
alcohol in Ames from dry covenants placed in the original plat to prohibition-era 
bootleggers to modern microbreweries. The grand opening of the exhibit will take place 
in the parking lot of the Ames History Center and will feature food trucks, a beer garden, 
and music. An estimated 300 people are anticipated to attend.  
 
To facilitate the grand opening of the exhibit, the Ames Historical Society has requested 
the following for Saturday, August 24 from 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.: 
 

• Closure of 4 metered parking spaces on the 100 block of 5th Street and a waiver 
of fees (Loss of $3 to the Parking Fund) 

• A blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit for the sidewalk adjacent to the 5th 
Street side of the Ames Historical Society building. 

• A blanket Vending License and waiver of the fee ($50 loss to the City Clerk’s 
Office) 

• Use of City-owned electrical outlets and waiver of costs (approximately $5 loss to 
Electric Fund) 

 
Ames Main Street has submitted a letter in support of the event. The organizers will 
notify affected businesses and by placing signs in the affected area prior to the event.  
 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. Approve the requests for the grand opening of the “Uncorked” exhibit on 
Saturday, August 24, as outlined above, including the waiver of fees for vending 
and parking. 
 

2. Approve the requests as indicated above, but require reimbursement for vending 
license and parking meter fees. 
 

3. Do not approve the requests. 
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CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
One of the ways the Ames Historical Society engages the public is by hosting exhibits. 
These exhibits provide unique opportunities for the public to learn about Ames history. 
The “Uncorked” exhibit will likewise expand upon the organization’s effort to engage the 
Ames public.  
  
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the requests for the grand opening of the 
“Uncorked” exhibit on Saturday, August 24, as outlined above, including the waiver of 
fees for vending and parking. 
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