
1 
 

 ITEM #:        32    
            DATE:     07-09-19 

 
 
SUBJECT:  ANNEXATION OF EIGHTEEN PROPERTIES GENERALLY LOCATED 

SOUTH OF THE CURRENT CITY LIMITS BETWEEN UNIVERSITY 
BOULEVARD/530TH AVENUE AND CEDAR LANE    

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The City of Ames has received voluntary annexation petitions from eleven (11) property 
owners representing eighteen (18) parcels that total approximately 156 acres.  The 
parcels are located south of the current city limits between University Boulevard/530TH 
Avenue and Cedar Lane.  The annexation area includes land used for agricultural 
purposes, and land developed with single-family homes. This is a 100% voluntary 
annexation.  See (Attachment A – Location Map), (Attachment B – Annexation Plat), and 
(Attachment E – Summary of Gross & Net Acres).  City Council initiated the annexation 
at its May 14th meeting and included consideration of a pre-annexation agreement with 
the annexation application. 
 
Land Use Policy Plan (LUPP) and Zoning.  The City has a policy that annexations be 
consistent with the LUPP and the Ames Urban Fringe (AUF) Plan. The AUF Plan 
designates the land area as “Urban Residential.”  See (Attachment C –Ames Urban 
Fringe Plan).  Land within the “Urban Residential” designation is planned for future 
annexation into the City with development of urban densities and design standards. If 
approved for annexation, the LUPP designation would be “Village/Suburban Residential”, 
allowing for a broad range of residential development types.   
 
“Allowable Growth Areas” identified in the LUPP are areas that have been determined by 
the City Council to be appropriate for future expansion of the municipal boundaries, based 
in part on the City’s ability to serve the areas with public services.  The proposed 
annexation is located in the “Southwest II Allowable Growth Area.”  See (Attachment 
D – LUPP Designations & Allowable Growth Area Southwest II), 
 
As a property is annexed into the City, it is automatically zoned as “Agricultural.” Zoning 
would not change unless a request is initiated by an individual property owner or by the 
City Council. Any proposed zoning must be consistent with the LUPP land use 
designation.  It is the intent of the developer working with three of the property owners 
that a portion of the agricultural land to be annexed will be rezoned to “F-PRD” (Planned 
Residence District) for development as single-family residential. This type of proposal will 
require review of a rezoning application and a Major Site Development Plan by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, and approval by the City Council.  Other property 
owners have not indicated a specific interest in development.   
 
Infrastructure.  As part of an annexation request, the City reviews the potential to serve 
development with City utilities. City infrastructure, consisting of water and sanitary sewer 
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mains, have been constructed for properties currently within the City boundaries adjacent 
to the north, east and west boundaries of the proposed annexation.  Extension of 
infrastructure to serve all properties within the annexation area will be necessary as 
development occurs, and as individual properties choose to hook up to the public water 
and sanitary sewer service. Part of the territory has Xenia Rural Water service customers. 
These customers may remain on Xenia water, but at the time of development it is 
expected the territory will be transferred to the City for service. A pre-annexation 
agreement acknowledges this requirement for property owners (See Attachment F). 
  
Electric service is currently provided to the area by Alliant Energy.  As the land is annexed, 
electric service will continue to be provided by Alliant Energy for any new development of 
the annexed properties.  
 
Outreach.  As part of the state-mandated process for annexations, City staff invited the 
Washington Township Trustees and the Story County Board of Supervisors for a 
Consultation Meeting on May 23, 2019. Those is attendance included:  Linda Murken, 
Chairperson of the Story County Board of Supervisors; Robert Finch, Washington 
Township Trustee; Jerry Moore, Planning Director for Story County Planning & Zoning;  
Keith Arneson, developer; Gene Dreyer, Surveyor for Bolton & Menk; Luke Ahrens, 
Bolton & Menk, and Ray Anderson, Planner for the City of Ames.   
 
Planning and Zoning Commission. The Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed 
the request on June 5, 2019 and voted 4-0 to recommend the City Council. A property 
owner on White Oak Drive stated that he is supportive of the annexation; however, he 
does not want any high-density apartments in the annexation area.  The Commission had 
questions about serving the annexation with sanitary sewer, and negotiation for a buy-
out of Xenia water rights in the area. 
 
Resolution of the Board of Supervisors.  On June 18, 2019, the Story County Board 
of Supervisors passed Resolution No. 19-128 supporting the voluntary annexation of 
eighteen parcels of land, located on the south side of Ames, between Oakwood Road, 
Cedar Lane, and University Boulevard, as identified in the resolution. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. The City Council can approve the annexation of approximately 156 gross acres, 

generally located south of the current City limits between University Boulevard/530th 
Avenue and Cedar Lane in Washington Township in Story County, as shown on 
Attachment B, approve the proposed pre-annexation agreement, and direct staff to 
file the annexation with the City Development Board. 
 

2. The City Council can deny the request to annex approximately 156 gross acres, 
generally located south of the current City limits between University Boulevard/530th 

Avenue and Cedar Lane in Washington Township in Story County, Iowa, as shown 
on Attachment B. 
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3. The City Council can defer this item and request additional information from either 
city staff or the applicant.  

 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The proposed voluntary annexation is 100% consenting. Prior to petitioning for 
annexation, the applicants agreed in principal on a pre-annexation agreement with the 
City Council to address future connection fee requirements for existing homes and to 
address future water service needs, among other issues.  The agreement will become 
effective between the City and the property owners upon approval of the annexation by 
the City Council. 
 
Since a portion of the area to be annexed is within two (2) miles of the City of Kelley, the 
Iowa Code requires that the City Development Board (a board of the State of Iowa 
government) must review the proposed annexation, and approval by the City Council and 
the City Development Board is required for the annexation approval to be final.   
 
The proposed annexation is located in an area that has been identified as Urban 
Residential on the Ames Urban Fringe Plan, which are lands that are planned for inclusion 
into the City as the timing is appropriate.  The designation on the Future Land Use Map 
for the land is Village/Suburban Residential, which is consistent with the AUF Plan. 
 
Therefore, the City Manager recommends that the City Council approve the annexation 
of approximately 156 gross acres generally located south of the City limits between 
University Boulevard/530th Avenue and Cedar Lane in Washington Township in Story 
County, and direct staff to file the annexation with the City Development Board.    
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Attachment A – Location Map 
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Attachment B – Annexation Plat 
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Attachment C – Ames Urban Fringe Map 
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Attachment D – LUPP Designations & Allowable Growth Area Southwest II 
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Attachment E – Summary of Gross and Net Acres 
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Attachment F 
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