
Memo
Department of Planning & Housing

PKTS. 1-18-19
TO: City Council 

FROM: Department of Planning and Housing

DATE: January 18, 2019
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The following information was originally provided to City Council at their request in September 2017.
The City Council then requested on August 28, 2018 that staff resend the memo for their review prior to
determining if the issue should be placed on an agenda for discussion.  This memo includes an overview
of general bicycle parking considerations and examples from other Midwestern communities.

Bicycle  parking requirements  are intended to help meet  the day-to-day mobility  needs of residents,
employees, and visitors. Bicycle parking ordinances help to expand mobility choices by providing a
greater expectation that secure parking will be available near destinations for those who may choose to
cycle, rather than drive. Lack of bicycle parking at a destination may deter bicycle ridership or result in
use of unintended site features, e.g trees, signs, to secure bikes.

Bicycle parking includes two separate types of user needs. Long term secured parking for a bicycle is
most commonly used for residential and employee related needs. Secured parking often takes the
form of a bike locker. Some cities also address needs for locker rooms with long term bike parking
requirements. Unsecured bicycle parking spaces are for short term use and commonly available for
customers or visitors to a site. Short term parking for bicycles is consists of bicycle racks where an
individual secures their bicycle to the apparatus.  Bicycle parking ordinances commonly address the mix
of  long  and  short  term  parking  facilities,  location  of  facilities,  and  dimensions  of  bicycle  parking
facilities.

Bicycle parking can be mandatory, incentivized as an allowable substitute for vehicle parking, or a
combination approach of both mandatory and allowing for substitutions.  Parking requirements can
be based upon the number of required vehicle parking spaces, square footage of the use, or expected
occupant levels. One common approach is to require a minimum number of bicycle parking spaces (2 to
5 spaces) and scale up to approximately 5%-10% of the vehicle parking on a site. Cities with a high
share of bicycle ridership may have higher standards to meet community needs. 

Substitutions can be based upon the amount of space needed for bicycle parking or the percentage of
bicycle spaces provided on a site.  Depending on the type of rack design and its placement, each “loop”
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can serve two bicycles. One example would be for substitution of one vehicle parking space for every 5
bicycle parking spaces with a cap on the total amount of parking space substitutions.  

There are a larger variety of cities with bicycle parking ordinances.  Staff identified a short list of cities
from the Midwest as examples below.  Attached to this memo is the Des Moines 2017 proposed bicycle
parking standards.  

1) Bicycle Parking Minimum Standards: 
Dubuque, 
Iowa City,
Des Moines,*
Champaign (IL), 
Columbia (MO), 
Lawrence (KS),
Minneapolis (MN)

2) Bicycle Parking Substitution: 
Minneapolis (MN)
Cedar Rapids,
Des Moines*

* denotes proposed ordinance

Cedar Rapids Substitution example:

A reduction  in  parking shall  be granted at  a  rate of  one (1)  space for  each five (5)  rack bike stand.
Required bicycle parking must be within fifty-feet (50') of a principal entrance and shall permit the locking
of the bicycle frame and one (1) wheel to the rack frame.



Des Moines Draft Standards (August 3, 2017






