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Legal Department 

MEMO 
Legal Department 

To: Mayor Haila, Ames City Council 

From: Mark O. Lambert, City Attorney 

Date: January 18, 2019 

Subject: Ahlers & Cooney law firm request for a conflict of interest waiver 

The Ahlers & Cooney, P.C. law firm has requested from the City a conflict of interest 
waiver. 

Ahlers represents the City of Ames on certain matters, including labor law issues. 
Ahlers also represents the Ames Community School District on certain types of matters, 
including real estate transactions. 

The City will soon be acquiring the Edwards Elementary site from the school district. 
Ahlers would like to represent the Ames Community School District for this real estate 
transaction (and the Ames City Attorney’s Office will represent the City). 

Lawyer ethics rules generally prohibit an attorney from taking a case adverse to one of 
the law firms’ clients.  So the attorneys don't get in trouble ethically for being "adverse" 
to the City on one matter, while representing the City on other matters, the Ahlers law 
firm is asking for this waiver from the City.    When I use the word “adverse” I simply 
mean the law firm would be representing the other party -- the land transaction at issue 
is not a contentious type of situation.   Ahlers is asking the school district to grant a 
similar waiver. 

Granting the waiver is essentially the City saying, “It’s okay with us if you represent the 
school district in this matter, even though the City is also your client.” 

The recommendation of the Legal Department is that the Council approve Ahlers’ 
request for the waiver. 
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