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ITEM # __11a-c_ 
DATE    02-27-18   

 
 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: REQUESTS FROM RAISING READERS IN STORY COUNTY FOR 

STEP INTO STORYBOOKS ON APRIL 14 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Raising Readers in Story County is proposing to host its annual Step Into Storybooks 
event at the Ames Public Library on Saturday, April 14. The event promotes reading 
and related activities for families with infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. Last year, 
over 2,100 people attended, and organizers anticipate 2,000 participants at the 
proposed event. The event will be held from 9:00 a.m. to noon. This year’s theme is 
“Play.” Portions of the event will take place inside the Library and the street in front of 
the Library will feature various sporting activities.    
 
To facilitate the event, organizers have requested that free parking be made available 
for attendees in the vicinity of the Library on the following streets from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.: 
 

 Douglas Avenue between Fifth Street and Sixth Street 

 Fifth Street between Douglas Avenue and Kellogg Avenue 
 
This request will affect 48 metered parking spaces, resulting in a loss of $33.60 to the 
Parking Fund. Additionally, organizers request closure of Douglas Avenue from Fifth 
Street to Sixth Street and a blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit. Organizers will 
coordinate with Adams Funeral Home to maintain access in the event of a service that 
day. 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  

 
1. Approve the requests as indicated above, including a waiver of parking meter 

fees. 
 

2. Approve the requests, but require payment for lost parking meter revenue. 
 

3. Do not approve the request. 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Step Into Storybooks is a popular event that promotes reading at an early age, and 
aligns with the mission and programming offered by the Ames Public Library. The 
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closure of parking spaces will allow some of the participants the opportunity to park 
close to the site of the activity. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the request and not requiring reimbursement for 
lost revenue to the Parking Fund. 
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