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ITEM # _20a-d_ 
DATE: 06-27-17   

 
 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: REQUESTS FOR DOG DOCK JUMPING COMPETITION 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Model Farm and Ames Pet Resort are proposing to host a Dog Dock Jumping 
Competition on July 3-4. The event involves setting up a 40’ dock leading to a 20’ x 40’ 
above-ground pool of water. Dogs will run down the dock and jump as far as possible 
into the pool. Bleachers will be set up along one side of the dock and pool for spectators 
to watch. The event is proposed to take place on Burnett Avenue between 5th and 6th 
Streets. 
 
To facilitate this event, organizers have requested the following, from 9:00 a.m. 
Monday, July 3, to 11:59 p.m. Tuesday, July 4: 
 

 Closure of Burnett Avenue between 5th and 6th streets and closure of 13 metered 
parking spaces along the same ($23.40 loss to the Parking Fund) 

 A Temporary Obstruction Permit 

 Access to City-owned electrical outlets (Estimated loss of $6 to the Electric Fund) 
 
Organizers will begin setup on the morning of July 3rd. To fill the pool as rapidly as 
possible, organizers will arrange to pay for a hydrant meter through the Water and 
Pollution Control Department. Organizers have been instructed to notify adjacent 
businesses that there is a potential for rust to be stirred up in the water system from the 
high flow of water through the hydrant.  
 
The first events will take place on the evening of July 3. Organizers will provide 
overnight security for the pool and will resume the competition on July 4. Once the 
events have concluded, the pool will be drained via large hoses into the nearest storm 
drains. This water disposal plan has been reviewed by staff in Public Works. Organizers 
have been instructed not to allow the pool to empty directly onto the street. 
 
The event has been approved by the Board of the Main Street Cultural District. A letter 
of support is attached. Organizers have consulted with the three businesses located 
along this portion of Burnett that will be directly affected by the event.  
 
Due to the Fourth of July holiday, no parking meter revenue will be lost on July 4th. 
Organizers have requested a waiver of the parking fees for July 3 and for the use of 
electricity from City-owned electrical outlets. 
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ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. Approve the requests for the Dog Dock Jumping Competition on July 3-4, as 
indicated above, including a waiver of fees for lost parking meter revenue and 
access to City electrical outlets. 
 

2. Approve the requests as indicated above, require reimbursement for lost parking 
meter revenue and access to City electrical outlets. 
 

3. Do not approve the event. 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The proposed event is a new addition to the lineup of activities planned for the 
Independence Day holiday. This unique event offers a family-friendly activity in the 
Downtown area on July 3rd and immediately following the Fourth of July parade on 
adjacent streets. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the requests for the Dog Dock Jumping 
Competition on July 3-4, as indicated above, including a waiver of fees for lost parking 
meter revenue and access to City electrical outlets. 
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June 20th, 2017 

 

Honorable Mayor Campbell and City Council 

Ames City Hall 

515 Clark Avenue 

Ames, IA 50010 

 

RE: Dock Jumping Competition  

 

Dear Honorable Mayor Campbell and City Council, 

 

Model Farm is planning to hold the Inaugural 4th of July Dock Jumping Competition on July 3rd 

and 4th.  Information about the event can be found on the Special Event Application we 

submitted.  We would also request a waiver of fees for electricity and parking meters.   

 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and continued support of the Main Street 

Cultural District.  We look forward to seeing you on July 3rd and 4th, in downtown Ames. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Sam Moeller 

Student Account Manager 

Model Farm 
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