
              ITEM#__11____ 
 DATE : 05/24/16     

 
 COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 
SUBJECT:  NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ELIGIBILITY FOR THE 

MASONIC TEMPLE AT 413, 417, 427 AND 429 DOUGLAS AVENUE 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City has received a request for a recommendation of National Register eligibility for 
the Masonic Temple, located at 413, 417, 427 and 429 Douglas Avenue (see 
Attachment A – Location Map).  The nomination was submitted to the City by the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), after first being submitted to SHPO by William C. 
Page, Public Historian at the request of the property owner.  The complete National 
Register Nomination, and photographs, for the Masonic Temple, are available at the 
Ames Public Library, and may be found at the following links: 
 
National Register Nomination:  http://www.cityofames.org/home/showdocument?id=27287 
Photographs for Nomination:  http://www.cityofames.org/home/showdocument?id=27285 
 

As a Certified Local Government (CLG), one of the City Council’s responsibilities 
is to review National Register nominations on any property that lies within the 
boundaries of the city. Nominations are first submitted to the State Historic 
Preservation Office, and a copy of the nomination is then sent to the CLG for review and 
comment.  After allowing for public comment, the Commission and the Mayor are to 
decide if the property meets the criteria of the National Register. 
 
The State Historical Society of Iowa is required to provide the City with a 60-day period 
for the review from the date the nomination is received by the City.  The City received a 
copy of the nomination on April 6, 2016.  The State Nominations Review Committee 
(SNRC) plans to consider the nomination of the Masonic Temple at its June 10, 
2016 meeting.  That meeting will be held at the Historical Building in Des Moines, 
Iowa. 
 
The property owner is the Ames Society for the Arts (deed holder) (Octagon for the Arts, 
as commonly known). The applicant has selected National Register Criterion “A” and 
“B” as being applicable to this application.  Criterion A and B are described as follows: 
 

 Criterion A are those properties that are associated with events that have made 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 

 Criterion B are those properties that are associated with the lives of significant 
persons in our past. 

 
The completed nomination forms include a summary of the significance of the Masonic 
Temple (see Attachment B – Summary of Significance). 
 

http://www.cityofames.org/home/showdocument?id=27287
http://www.cityofames.org/home/showdocument?id=27285
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The question to be answered by the Mayor and City Council, is whether the 
nominated property meets the National Register of Historic Places significance 
Criterion A and B.   
 
Historic Preservation Commission Recommendation.  At the Historic Preservation 
Commission meeting on May 9, 2016, the Commission voted 6-0 to find that the 
nomination of the Masonic Temple to the National Register of Historic Places meets 
National Register Significance Criterion A and B, and recommended National Register 
eligibility to the State Nominations Review Committee 
 
ALTERNATIVES:                              
 
1. The City Council finds that the nomination of the Masonic Temple at 413, 417, 

427 and 429 Douglas Avenue, to the National Register of Historic Places, meets 
National Register Significance Criterion A and B and recommends National 
Register eligibility to the State Nominations Review Committee. 
 

2. The City Council finds that the nomination of the Masonic Temple at 413, 417, 
427 and 429 Douglas Avenue, to the National Register of Historic Places, does 
not meet the National Register Significance Criterion A and B, and recommends 
National Register ineligibility to the State Nominations Review Committee. 

 
3. The City Council can postpone this request for additional information from the 

applicant and/or City staff. 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
City staff believes that the information provided in the application provides a solid basis 
for a determination of significance under Criterion A and B. Wallace M. Greeley was one 
of Ames’ most notable citizens, and the Masonic Temple calls attention to the life of Mr. 
Greeley and his substantial contributions to the Ames community. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council accept 
Alternative #1, thereby finding that the nomination of the Masonic Temple at 413, 417, 
427 and 429 Douglas Avenue, to the National Register of Historic Places, meets 
National Register Significance Criterion A and B and recommends National Register 
eligibility to the State Nominations Review Committee. 
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Attachment A – Location Map 
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Attachment B – Summary of Significance 
 


