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ITEM # ___18____ 
DATE    04-26-16   

 
 

COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR SUPPORT FOR MAIN STREET CULTURAL DISTRICT 

PARTICIPATION IN MAIN STREET IOWA PROGRAM 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
In 2009, Main Street Iowa, a program of the Iowa Economic Development Authority, 
approved an application from the Main Street Cultural District (MSCD) to become a 
Main Street Iowa Community. Main Street Iowa provides training, technical support, and 
financial resources to participating Main Street Iowa communities. A program 
agreement between MSCD, the Iowa Economic Development Authority, and the City 
outlines the responsibilities of each party for MSCD to continue receiving this support. 
 
The current program agreement is set to expire on June 30, 2016. A new agreement 
has been submitted for the City Council to consider. It contains largely the same terms 
as the current agreement, with minor changes and clarifications that primarily affect 
MSCD’s relationship with the Iowa Economic Development Authority. The proposed 
agreement would be in effect for two years, expiring at the end of June 2018. 
 
The City’s responsibilities in this agreement include adopting a resolution of support for 
the MSCD, which stipulates the source of financial support, a commitment to appoint a 
City official to the MSCD board, and a commitment that the local program will follow the 
approach outlined by Main Street Iowa.  
 
The City Council has provided support for the Main Street Cultural District on an annual 
basis. Although this agreement requires a commitment of financial support for the Main 
Street Cultural District, the City Council ultimately determines its financial support of the 
program on the basis of the activities proposed by MSCD during each budget process. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. Approve the Program Agreement and adopt a resolution of support for the Main 
Street Cultural District. 
 

2. Do not approve the Program Agreement or resolution of support. 
 
 
 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 



2 
 

 
The Main Street Cultural District receives critical support from the Main Street Iowa 
program. This support facilitates the events, activities, promotions, beautification 
projects, and grant opportunities in which the Main Street Cultural District participates. 
Although the resolution and program agreement require a financial commitment to the 
Main Street Cultural District on behalf of the City, the City Council is free to determine 
the level of support on the basis of the services Main Street Cultural District proposes to 
provide. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the Program Agreement and adopting a resolution 
of support for the Main Street Cultural District. 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ____ 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PROGRAM AGREEMENT 

FOR MAIN STREET IOWA 

FOR THE CITY OF AMES, IOWA 

 

WHEREAS, since 2008, an Agreement has existed between the Main Street Cultural District 

(MSCD), the City of Ames, and the Iowa Economic Development Authority for the purpose of 

continuing the Main Street Iowa program in the City of Ames; and, 

 

WHEREAS, this Agreement is pursuant to contractual agreements between the National Main 

Street Center, Inc. and the Iowa Economic Development Authority to assist in the revitalization 

of the designated project area of Ames, Iowa; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Main Street Cultural District will continue to receive on-site training and 

technical assistance by outside experts, as well as from local volunteers; and, 

 

WHEREAS, other benefits include the availability of loan monies, conferences, and inclusion in 

state marketing materials; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Ames, Iowa endorses the goal of economic revitalization of the 

Downtown within the context of preservation and rehabilitation of its historic buildings and 

supports the continuation of the Main Street Four Point Approach® as developed by the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation and espoused by Main Street Iowa. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ames, Iowa, 

meeting in regular session on _________________, that the City of Ames hereby agrees to 

support both financially and philosophically the work of the Main Street Cultural District and 

concurs that the Main Street Board shall supervise the Executive Director. The source of funds to 

support the Main Street Cultural District will be as designated by the City Council, and has 

historically been the Local Option Sales Tax Fund. 

 

 

ADOPTED THIS ____ day of ________, 2016. 
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