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ITEM # 53 

DATE: 04-12-16 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT:    POLICE UTILITY PATROL VEHICLES REPLACEMENT 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
As discussed with City Council on February 23rd, two Police patrol sedans are being 
replaced with utility vehicles upfitted with anti-idling technology as a pilot study on the 
benefits of using these vehicles. Since patrol vehicles last an average of two years, 
there is a need for these two vehicles to be ordered at this time. 
 
An invitation to bid was advertised from March 17 to March 29. One responsive bid was 
received as follows:  
 

Bidder Description 
Unit 
Price 

Total 

Stiver’s Ford Lincoln Ford Police Interceptor Utility $26,788 $53,576 

 
Unfortunately, a bid submittal from Ames Ford Lincoln arrived after the bid deadline. 
Therefore, it was not considered for award. A representative from Ames Ford Lincoln 
subsequently contacted City staff and requested that all bids be rejected in order to 
allow Ames Ford Lincoln an opportunity to participate in a rebid. The City Council 
should note that, in situations where at least one responsive, responsible bid is received 
and the project remains within the anticipated budget, rejecting all bids and rebidding is 
a rare occurrence. 
 
The low bid for the two Ford Interceptor Utilities was from Stiver’s Ford Lincoln of 
Waukee, Iowa in the amount of $53,576. Funding is available from the patrol vehicle 
replacement fund, which currently totals $346,179. 
   
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve and award this contract to Stiver’s Ford Lincoln of Waukee, Iowa, for 
two Ford Interceptor Utilities at a cost of $53,576. 
 

2. Reject the bid and direct staff to re-bid these vehicles. 
 

MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The Ford Interceptor utility vehicles from Stiver’s Ford Lincoln meet the City’s 
requirements as specified. Although it is unfortunate that the Ames Ford Lincoln bid 
arrived late, it is City staff’s belief that the bidding process for this bid opportunity 
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functioned properly. Rejecting the bid from Stiver’s Ford, which met the specifications 
and deadline established by the City, could discourage Stiver’s or other bidders from 
participating in future invitations to bid. 
 
A letter from a representative of Ames Ford Lincoln related to this agenda item is 
attached. It should be noted that Ames Ford Lincoln previously asked Council to 
consider a local preference provision in the City’s Purchasing Policies and Procedures. 
Council then directed staff to prepare a policy change to that end. That item is included 
elsewhere on this Council meeting agenda. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1 as described above. 



FwdFwdFwdFwd::::    City of AmesCity of AmesCity of AmesCity of Ames     2016-1672016-1672016-1672016-167    Interceptor Utility bidInterceptor Utility bidInterceptor Utility bidInterceptor Utility bid

Casey JohnsonCasey JohnsonCasey JohnsonCasey Johnson         to:
Gloria J Betcher, Peter Orazem, 
bronwynforames, GartinForAmes, 
nelson.ames, amber.corrieri

04/08/2016 02:36 PM

Sent by: caseyjohnsonfordcaseyjohnsonfordcaseyjohnsonfordcaseyjohnsonford @@@@gmailgmailgmailgmail ....comcomcomcom
Cc: Nick Johnson, bphillips, bkindred

Good Afternoon Gloria, Peter, Bronwyn, Tim, Chris and Amber.....

I'm asking for your consideration to pull "consent agenda" item #27 City of Ames bid for 2 

Explorers awarded to Stivers Ford, Waukee for this Tuesdays city council meeting.  I apologize 

for the email as I will be out of town at a Ford dealer meeting and will not be able to attend 

Tuesday.  We submitted our electronic bids (email) on Tuesday March 29th to the attention of 

Mike Adair and following up with Mike he informed my Fleet Manager the bids never came 

through until Wednesday the 30th.  We confirmed they were sent and discovered an issue with 

our internet service.  We take great pride as a local business to aggressively bid all city vehicles 

and have never missed a bid deadline and felt the bid was electronically submitted within the 

time frame needed.  After speaking with both assistant city managers (City manager Steve 

Schainker was out of town) I felt this was the best option to express our concern at Ames Ford.

You can see on the bottom of our bid sheets they are date stamped from our system 3/29/16.  

ALSO, THE CITY LISTED THE INCORRECT CODE FOR THE POWERTRAIN ON THE 

BID AS (99K)....99R is the correct engine code which we noted on our bid.  The bid request for a 

99K engine is NOT available.  BID # 2016-167

Ames Ford Explorer bid is attached at a price of $52,918.00  for (2) units and would greatly 

appreciate the council to revisit this bid request.  Thank you for your time.... best regards, Casey 

Johnson

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Bob Berry <amesfordfleet@gmail.com>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2016 at 11:41 AM

Subject: City of Ames 2016-167 Interceptor Utility bid

To: casey@amesford.com

-- 
Casey Johnson | Dealer

Ames Ford Lincoln�

www.amesford.com 

 

Fort Dodge Ford Lincoln Toyota� 

www.fdford.com



Nevada Automotive
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