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ITEM # 42a-d 
DATE: 06-12-12

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: MIDNIGHT MADNESS ACTIVITIES 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Midnight Madness Organization is requesting the following street and parking lot 
closures on Saturday, July 14, and Sunday, July 15, 2012: 
 

1. On July 14 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for the Midnight Madness races: 
• Pearle Avenue, from Main Street to Fifth Street 
• Fifth Street, from Pearle Avenue to Douglas Avenue 
• Douglas Avenue, from Fifth Street to Sixth Street 
• Sixth Street, from Douglas Avenue to Clark Avenue 
• Clark Avenue, from Sixth Street to Main Street 
• Main Street, from Clark Avenue to Northwestern Avenue 
• Northwestern Avenue, from Main Street to Sixth Street 
• Sixth Street, from Northwestern Avenue to University Boulevard 
• University Boulevard, from Sixth Street to Haber Road 

 
2.  From 6:00 p.m. on July 14 to 1:00 a.m. on July 15 for post-race 
     activities: 

• Clark Avenue from Sixth Street to Fifth Street 
• East City Hall Parking Lot (Lot N) 

 
Parking spaces will need to be closed from 6:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. on July 14. They 
are requesting suspension of parking regulations and waiver of parking meter fees and 
enforcement for: 

• Fifth Street, from Pearle Avenue to Douglas Avenue 
• Douglas Avenue between Fifth Street and Sixth Street 
• Clark Avenue, between Main Street and Fifth Street 
• Pearle Avenue, between Main Street and Fifth Street 
• Main Street, between Clark Avenue and Pearle Avenue 

 
Midnight Madness is also requesting: 

• A 5-day Class B Beer Permit and an Outdoor Service Area for Parking Lot N. 
Alcohol will be served in a fenced-in area from 8:00 p.m. to Midnight, starting on 
July 14 

• To have up to 7 kegs tapped at one time with a maximum of 20 kegs to be used 
for the event 

• A wavier of fees for electricity used in Lot N and in the Main Street Cultural 
District 
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• A blanket Vending License 
• Waiver of the fee for the Vending License 

 
Public Works Traffic Division will provide five Type III barricades, numerous A-frame 
barricades, and 150 traffic cones to facilitate this event. Midnight Madness organizers 
have also obtained a Noise Permit for the event. 
 
Council may recall having approved requests from the American Legion for a parade 
and beer garden downtown on the same date. Midnight Madness coordinators have 
been in communication with the American Legion on coordinated street closures and 
the movement of barricades from one event to the other. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. The City Council can approve the requests for Midnight Madness on July 14, 
2012, as requested above. 

 
2. The City Council can deny the requests for Midnight Madness and direct staff to 

work with organizers to find an alternative location for the event. 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Midnight Madness has been held since 1979 and is a popular event that draws many 
competitors and spectators into the Main Street Cultural District. Therefore, it is the 
recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt Alternative #1, thereby 
approving the requests as outlined above. 
 
 
 











 
 
 

 
 
 

 
June 6, 2012 
 
 
 
Mayor and City Council 
City of Ames 
515 Clark Ave 
Ames, IA 50010 
 
 
 
Dear Mayor Campbell and City Council, 
 
The Main Street Cultural District (MSCD) is excited about the number and quality of events taking place in 
downtown Ames this summer.  Events and promotions are an important aspect to the vitality of downtown 
and the entire Ames community; and so we would like to express our support of the Midnight Madness 
race on July 14, 2012. 
 
The MSCD is fully in support of this event, and asks that all Council requests be granted.  Thank you for 
your consideration and your continued support of the Main Street Cultural District and its programming for 
the community. We hope to see you downtown for the race.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

                     
Tom Drenthe                                                                         Mandy McWherter 
Executive Director                                                                 Events Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Cc: Jeff Benson 
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