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            ITEM # __8____ 
        DATE: 08-09-11  

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: U.S. HIGHWAY 69 DETOUR AGREEMENT 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Iowa Department of Transportation (Iowa DOT) will be reconstructing U.S. Highway 
69 from 190th Street (a.k.a. Moose Road) north to Story County E-18 during 2012. 
Access to Ada Hayden Park should not be affected by this construction. To facilitate 
these construction activities, the Iowa DOT has determined that it is necessary to detour 
through traffic on U.S. Highway 69 beginning at the Grand Avenue and 13th Street 
intersection, going easterly to I-35, then north to the E-18 exit. 
 
The detour would be utilized only during the actual period of construction, which is 
planned to begin no later than May 1, 2012, and end no later than November 15, 2012.   
 
The traffic control and the detour route will be maintained by the Iowa DOT during the 
detour period. Engineers from the City of Ames and the Iowa DOT will jointly inspect the 
routes to determine the existing condition of the roadway surface, base, shoulders, and 
structures prior to the detour. Upon completion of the work, the Iowa DOT will be 
responsible for restoring the roadways to at least the previous condition or making 
appropriate compensation to the City of Ames. 
 
The DOT first considered using East Riverside and Dayton Road for the detour.  
However, Story County plans to have Dayton Road under construction during the same 
period, which precludes using that route as a detour.  Therefore, the next best route is 
to use East 13th Street to I-35.  A map is attached showing the construction area and 
the detour route. 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 
1.  Approve the U.S. Highway 69 detour agreement with the Iowa DOT. 
  
2.  Do not execute the detour agreement, thus necessitating that the Iowa DOT to 

redevelop construction staging and traffic control plans.  
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The proposed detours will allow the Iowa DOT to expedite the construction activities on 
U.S. Highway 69 while providing for the most effective management of traffic during the 
construction period. While public notification will be the responsibility of the Iowa DOT, 
the City will assist with public awareness efforts. 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the U.S. Highway 69 detour agreement with the 
Iowa DOT. 
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