
               ITEM #:        22  
DATE: 03-1-11

COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 
SUBJECT: DOWNTOWN FAÇADE GRANT REQUESTS FOR 132-134 MAIN STREET  
  – REAR FAÇADES 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
In November 2010 the City Council awarded two Downtown Façade Improvement grants in 
the amount of $32,000 for the front façades of the buildings at 132-134 Main Street (see 
attached location map).  This building is commonly known as the Whiskey River building.   
Russ McCullough, of Main Street 134 WR, LLC, has applied for two additional grants for 
the rear façades on the south that face the downtown parking lots. These façades are 
identified as “5” and “6” on the attached, illustrated, written statement.  The total frontage is 
50 feet, the equivalent of two typical commercial fronts on Main Street.  The building owner 
is now requesting two additional $15,000 Downtown Façade Improvement grants and two 
$1,000 grants for architectural fees for renovating the two rear façades, expected to cost 
$37,592 for 132 Main and $42,166 for 134 Main. 
 
This building was built between 1888 and 1892, and is classified in the Intensive Survey of 
the Central Business District as “Compatible” for architectural significance.  Historic 
Significance is not yet determined.  Historical reports have referred to this as two buildings. 
Most recently the entire first floor of the building was occupied by Whiskey River bar and 
grill. The building owner is working with a prospective tenant to re-open that business, 
which involves extensive renovation of the interior of the first floor.  The upper level will be 
renovated at some future time, possibly as an event space or entertainment venue. 
 
The western façade (134 Main) has structural deficiencies.  A temporary shoring wall will be 
built to support it and the entire wall will be removed.  A new façade will be constructed at 
134 Main, using pre-cast panels that incorporate thin, clay brick as the surface material.  A 
new overhead door will be installed as an interesting architectural feature and to allow air to 
circulate in the building.  This feature refers to the original use of the south façades on Main 
Street as the supply access and service area along the railroad switch yard that was 
formerly located where the parking lots are now. 
 
The eastern façade (132 Main) is structurally sound.  The intent of the renovation is to 
preserve as much of the existing clay brick as possible and use stucco to cover brick areas 
which cannot be preserved.  The exact extent of these two materials can only be 
determined after the project begins.  The lower level will have a new canopy supported by 
columns accenting the public entrance and covering the patio area.  The materials and 
color of the canopy, steps, and column will be coordinated.  On the upper level, new 
double-hung windows will be installed to fill the original window openings. 
 
All of the work proposed and illustrated appears to be consistent with the Downtown Design 
Guidelines.  The only question is whether the proposed stucco on the bottom half of the 
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building meets the criteria for allowing stucco.  Stucco may be allowed in limited situations if 
it is demonstrated that the underlying brick has deteriorated to the point that it is not 
feasible to restore it.  This cannot be determined until the existing stucco has been 
uncovered.   
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. The City Council can approve the request for a grant for $15,000 from the Downtown 

Façade Grant fund for the south façade located at 132 Main Street, a grant for 
$15,000 from the Downtown Façade Grant fund for the south façade located at 134 
Main Street, and $2,000 for professional design fees, with the following conditions to 
be met: 
  a. The owner and City staff will work together during demolition and 

investigation to determine what areas of the façade at 132 Main will be 
brick and what areas may be painted stucco, based upon existing design 
criteria pertaining to the use of stucco. 

 b. All structural and other serious deficiencies will be completed before any 
payments are made to the owner under any of the grants. 

 
2. The City Council can approve the request for a grant for $15,000 from the Downtown 

Façade Grant fund for the south façade located at 132 Main Street, a grant for 
$15,000 from the Downtown Façade Grant fund for the south façade located at 134 
Main Street, and $2000 for professional design fees, without conditions. 

  
3. Same as either 1 or 2 above but approve only one $15,000 grant and $1,000 for 

architectural fees. 
  

4. The City Council can deny this Downtown Façade Grant request. 
 
5. The City Council can refer this request back to staff or the applicant for additional 

information. 
 
MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Over the past few years, City Inspections staff has strongly encouraged the owners of 132-
134 Main to repair structural and other serious deficiencies in these buildings, and the 
owner has made basic repairs to the front façade of the building.  City Council’s approval of 
the façade grants for the north or front façades is conditional on completing the needed 
repair of structural and other serious deficiencies in this building.  The City has received 
and approved the engineer's evaluation and report for the south façades and has received 
the engineer's repair drawings and details. City staff has approved the design of the 
temporary shoring wall.  The requested façade grants will support the completion of the 
needed structural repair.  The work will also create two much more attractive façades and 
bring attention to the secondary entry into the building.  The design of the two façades 
complies with the Downtown Design Guidelines. 
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Although the design of the façade changes comply with Façade Program guidelines, the 
City Manager is not making a recommendation on approval of the request for grants for this 
proposal.  The City Council is separately considering a report on the status of the funding 
for the Downtown Façade Improvement program, pending approved projects, and the 
interest of downtown building owners in additional grant projects.  Once the questions of 
funding for the Façade Program have been answered, the Council may take action on the 
proposed grant application as it deems appropriate. 
 
 
 



 



PROPOSED FAÇADE IMPROVEMENTS – 132 MAIN 
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PROPOSED FAÇADE IMPROVEMENTS – 134 MAIN 
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