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COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: AMENDMENT OF CAMPUSTOWN URBAN REVITALIZATION PLAN  
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Campustown Urban Revitalization Area and Plan were established because the 
rehabilitation, conservation, redevelopment and economic development of this area are in 
the interest of public health, safety, and welfare of the residents of Ames. Currently, the 
Plan provides for tax abatement for renovation or new construction that reduces slum and 
blight, provides structured parking, or reuses historic buildings, while also increasing 
underrepresented retail uses or adding brick to facades. The Criteria Matrix is used to 
guide City Council decisions regarding tax abatement. 
 
The ten-story residential building at 111 Lynn Avenue, within the Campustown Urban 
Revitalization Area, is subject to a City requirement that certain types of existing buildings 
install fire sprinkler systems to improve public safety (see attached Location Map). When 
establishing this requirement, the City Council approved a policy to provide abatement of the 
property taxes if installing the fire sprinkler system, along with any other improvements, adds 
more than 5% to the value of a building. City Council is now being asked to revise the 
Campustown Criteria Matrix to implement this policy for 111 Lynn.  A proposed revision to the 
Campustown Criteria Matrix is attached.  The revision makes it clear that tax abatement 
requires either renovation or new construction or a required retrofit fire sprinkler system in an 
existing building. 
 
If the revision is approved, then after completing improvements including the required sprinkler 
system the owners of 111 Lynn will apply for tax abatement.  Council will review that request in 
its annual review of tax abatement in February.  Staff is not aware of any other buildings in the 
Campustown Urban Revitalization Area that will be eligible under this criterion. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. The City Council can approve the proposed changes to the Campustown Urban 

Revitalization Plan. 
 
2. The City Council can approve alternate changes to the Campustown Urban 

Revitalization Plan. 
 
3. The City Council can refer this item back to staff for additional information. 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Substantial investment is being made to improve safety for residents and visitors of 111 
Lynn.  The proposed revisions to the Campustown Urban Revitalization Plan will allow for 
tax abatement when those improvements are completed according to the City Council’s 
policies.  Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council 
adopt Alternative #1 approving the proposed changes to the Campustown Urban 
Revitalization Plan.  
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