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July 9, 2010 
 
 
 
 
Re:  28E Agreement Providing for Continuing Operation of Court Services in Ames 
 
 
Dear Mayor Campbell and Council Members: 
 
The Ames City Hall includes space for the Story County Clerk of Court and for the District 
Associate Court.  Residents of Ames benefit by being able to access the court system, file 
documents, and attend hearings for small claims actions, municipal infractions, mental health 
and substance abuse proceedings, and simple misdemeanor criminal offenses.   
 
The Iowa Code has provided since 2003 that a non-county seat city requesting court services 
shall pay costs for holding court that otherwise would not have been paid by the judicial branch.  
Last year the state budget shortfall caused the judicial branch to reduce services, and in February 
the City of Ames agreed on a temporary basis to assume the costs of telephone service for the 
Ames locations of the Clerk of Court and District Associate Court.  Since that time, the City has 
been paying five hundred eight dollars and thirty-one cents ($508.31) per month in order to assist 
with the continued operation of court services in Ames.  Those expenses are currently being 
billed to the Ames Police Department.  If continued, this would amount to six thousand ninety-
nine dollars and seventy-two cents ($6099.72) annually. 
 
With the beginning of a new fiscal year, the Second Judicial District has requested that the City 
of Ames and Story County enter into a more formal Chapter 28E agreement for the funding of 
continuing court operation in Ames City Hall.  Under the terms of the agreement, the County and 
the City would each assume a portion of the costs of operation of the court that would not be 
incurred by the Judicial Branch if those same services were provided in the Story County 
Courthouse in Nevada.  The Story County Supervisors have already approved the terms of the 
agreement. 
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The agreement provides for the City to assume certain expenses of the Court totaling nine 
thousand two hundred thirty four dollars and fifty-eight cents ($9234.58), plus copy machine and 
fax machine maintenance as needed.  The agreement presents several alternatives for providing 
in-kind services, such as mail delivery, in lieu of cash reimbursement.  City staff believes that 
some of the in-kind services can be provided efficiently as a way to reduce costs.  The Ames 
Police Department has already initiated delivery of mail between the Ames and Nevada locations 
of the Clerk of Court in conjunction with their daily trips between the Story County Jail and 
Ames City Hall.  The Purchasing Division has also offered to process the Court’s mail using the 
City’s postage machine, charging only for actual postage costs in order to further reduce costs.  
By providing these in-kind services, the City can reduce total annual expenses to six thousand 
seven hundred thirty-four dollars and fifty-eight cents ($6734.58). 
 
Having the court system located in City Hall provides tremendous savings in travel costs and 
staff time for both the Legal Department and the Police Department.  It is therefore 
recommended that the City Council approve the 28E Agreement with the Second Judicial 
District and Story County in order to continue court services in Ames City Hall, with the 
expenses shared by the benefited City departments. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Douglas R. Marek 
City Attorney 
 
c:  City Clerk 
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