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public right-of-way inside the curb lines. Therefore, the City has no legal 
obligation to maintain this right-of-way if the request is rejected and the status 
quo is continued.

A similar dead-end situation exists on Truman Drive, and staff was also contacted by 
those property owners as a result of the Jackson referral.  Only one property owner 
responded and said he was not interested unless there was no cost for the property. 
City staff will contact the property owners after the decision on the Jackson Drive 
property to let them know what was decided on Jackson Drive and assess their interest. 

ALTERNATIVES:

1a. Approve the process of vacating the Jackson Drive right-of-way adjacent to 1605 
and 1609 Jackson Drive, and set the date of public hearing as July 13, 2010. 

  b. Approve the sale of all vacated right-of-way to the adjacent property owners in 
the amount of $4.948.13, and establish July, 13, 2010, as the date of public 
hearing on the resolution to sell the property. 

2a. Approve the process of vacating the Jackson Drive right-of-way adjacent to 1605 
and 1609 Jackson Drive, and set the date of public hearing as July 13, 2010. 

  b. Approve the sale of all vacated right-of-way to the adjacent property owners in 
the amount of $1,154.00, and establish July, 13, 2010, as the date of public 
hearing on the resolution to sell the property. 

3a. Approve the process of vacating the Jackson Drive right-of-way adjacent to 1605 
and 1609 Jackson Drive, and set the date of public hearing as July 13, 2010. 

  b.  Approve the sale of all vacated right-of-way to the adjacent property owners in 
the amount of $1.00, and establish July, 13, 2010, as the date of public hearing 
on the resolution to sell the property.

4.  Retain this land and deny the request to vacate the Jackson Drive right-of-way 
adjacent to 1605 and 1609 Jackson Drive. 

MANAGER’S COMMENTS:

Because a previously proposed grade school will not be constructed north of the 
requesting property owners, this right-of-way no longer serves any public purpose and, 
therefore, could be made available for transfer to the abutting property owners. The 
City’s normal process for disposal of unneeded property is to charge based on the 
square footage assessed value of the adjacent properties as reflected in Alternative #1.  
Therefore, if the Council feels that this policy is appropriate in this situation, the first 
alternative should be adopted.  This alternative will make the 2,350 sq. ft. of public right-
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of-way available for sale to the abutting property owners for $9,896.26 (or $4,948.13 per 
property owner). 

However, in this instance the City was provided with a professional appraisal of this 
property indicating the value is $2,308 (or $1,254 per property owner). Given the fact 
that the appraisal information might offer a more precise determination of the actual 
value of this property, the Council would be justified in supporting Alternative #2.

Because our data indicates that the property does have some value based on the 
assessed or appraised value approach, and because abutting property owners are 
required by our City Code to maintain the public right-of-way adjacent to their 
properties, Alternative #3 is not viable at this time. 
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ORDINANCE NO.                     

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE THE TWENTY-FIVE FEET WIDE STRIP

OF PUBLIC WAY LOCATED AT 1607 JACKSON DRIVE IN THE CITY OF

AMES, IOWA.

BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council for the City of Ames, Iowa, that:  

Section One.  That the platted public way located at 1607 Jackson Drive and described as

Lot A of the 8  Addition to Parkview Heights Subdivision in the City of Ames be and the same isth

hereby vacated.

Section Two.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed

to the extent of such conflict.

Section Three.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and

publication as required by law.

Passed this            day of                              , 2010.

                                                                                                               

Diane R. Voss, City Clerk Ann H. Campbell, Mayor


