
ITEM # 25a-d
DATE:09-08-09

COUNCIL ACTION FORM

SUBJECT: AMES HIGH SCHOOL HOMEGOMING REQUESTS

BACKGROUND:

Ames High School has asked to hold its Homecoming Parade on Monday, September2l,
2009. The parade will begin at the Grand Avenue overpass on Main Street, proceed east
on Main Street, north on Douglas Avenue, west on 5tn Street, and south on Pearle Avenue.
It will begin at 6:00 p.m. and last approximately 45 to 60 minutes. To help facilitate this
event, Pearle Avenue, Main Street, Fifth Street, and portions of Douglas Avenue and Clark
Avenue will be closed from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Barricades, staffed by adult volunteers, will
be placed on streets along this route for traffic control purposes.

Parade organizers are requesting a waiver of parking meter fees and enforcement along
the parade route from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. Lost revenue to the Parking Fund is estimated to
be$100. PermissiontodisplayfireworksatAmesHighStadiumafterthefootball gameat
approximately 9:1 5 p. m. on September 25, along with a waiver of the Fireworks Permit fee
in the amount of $25, have also been requested.

After the parade has concluded, a pep rally will be held at Bandshell Park. Parent
volunteers wiil help make sure that the participants cross Duff Avenue safely, but no Police
or signal alterations are being requested. The Main Street Cultural District has been
informed of the parade and supports the activity again this year. A noise permit will be
administratively issued for the pep rally activities.

ALTERNATIVES:

1. The City Council can approve the requests from the Ames High Homecoming
Committee for street closures and waiver of parking meter fees in connection with the
parade to be held on September 21,2009; a fireworks display on September 25,
2009; and waiver of the Fireworks Permit fee.

2. The City Council can deny ihese requests.

MANAGER'S REGOMMENDED AGTION:

The Ames High Homecoming Parade is a long-standing Ames tradition in the Main Street
Cultural District and has the support of the District. Concerns about the lack of post-parade
clean-up last year were addressed with this year's committee, and staff expects more
emphasis to be placed on that effort this year. Also, the items to be distributed during the



parade will be handed out by those walking near the sidewalks, rather than thrown from
vehicles (in the same manner as the 4m of July parade), to make the parade a safer event.

Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt
Alternative No. 1 , thereby approving the Ames High Homecoming requests outlined above.
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DATE: August l8t'r,2009

TO: Ames City Council
Ames City Manager

FROM: Emma Ravenscroft and Annie Block
2009 Homecoming Co-Chairs

RE: 2009 Homecoming Week

Ames High Homecoming will occur during the week of September 20tr. This
year we are excited to announce that the Ames High Homecoming Committee
will be making a few changes to accommodate the requests of the city.

The Parade will be taking place on Monday, September 2lsl It will begin at 6:30
pm instead of 5:30, so that all of tle city workers and customers will be able to
leave more easily than last year. We will also be hiring a clean up crew that will
take care of cleaning up the streets so they look nice again for business the next
day. In addition, we have decided to paint the windows of the downtown
businesses and will be hiring a crew to clean the window paint off, too.

The Parade Route will remain the same as last year. It will begin in the west City
Hall_parking lot. Then, it will go from Pearl to Maiu Main to Douglas, Douglas
to 5u, and back to the parking lot. The committee will be supplying adults to staff
city-provided banicades at locations along the parade route to block traffic
movements during the event. Also, the committee will contact downtown
businesses of the parade prior to the event to ensure that tlere will be no
disruptions.

Following the parade, there will also be the school's annual dance that takes place
at Bandshell Park. This will take place from 7:30 until 9:30. We will write up
and pa.ss out noise warnings to the surrounding houses prior to the event to
provide them witl proper waming. After the event, the whole committee will
stick around and make sure the area is completely picked up.



I

Lastly, we plan to shoot fireworks offat half time of the football game. Joe
Paulson will be our pyrotech. We are aware that the fee for the fireworks permit is
25 dollars, but we werc wondering if the fees could be waived for this permit?

Thank you for your consideration of the proposed date, route, and time of the
2009 Homecoming Parade, Bandshell Park event, fireworks, and waiver of the
fireworks fee. We hope to make this a wonderful community event!

Sincereln

( .it't,i I lrf i '':ir I ri

4r"r.. f"it"L
Emma Ravenscroff
Annie Block
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312 Moin Street,  Suire 201
Ames, lA 50010

A u g u s t 2 1 , 2 0 0 9

Moyor cnd City Council
City of Ames
5 1 5  C l o r k  A v e
Ames.  lA 50010

Deor Moyor Compbell ond Cily Council,

The Moin Street Cuhurol District would like to express its support for lhe Ames Public School System
ond lhe Ames High Homecoming Porode plcnned for the evening of Mondoy, September 21 ,2OO9.
We feel this porode is o wonderful Ames High trodiiion thot the community enioys porticipoling in
cnd celebroting with the High School. We hove met with the Porode Co-Choirs ond feel thot lhey
understond whot the Moin Street Cuhurol District expects from lhem lhis yeor. We ore proud to
support this pcrode in the Moin Slreet Culturol District.

Thonk you for your continued support of fhe Ames Public School System ond the Moin Street Culturol
District.

Sincerely,

Joyne McGuire
Director
Moin Streel Cuhurol District

Cc: Jeff Benson



Name of Eved:

CITY OF AMES, IOWA
APPLICATION FORPERMIT TO DISPLAY FIREWORKS

Name of Organization Sponsoring Event:

Address of Organization:

Name of Applicant:

rer€ehone:bh4(tJb-e4l \, E-',jr"dd'*.' elf6V{nSC0 netyaP€,ne
Organization's On-site Manager or Contact for Day of Display:

Contact's Cell Phone Number on Day of Display bl h-

Date & rirne or E"*t' q/75 /6 X ; Yf 3b Rain Date(s) & rim€: hb f Ain fmt€

Exact Location of shoot/displayi:

Size and Type of Display: (attach prograrq ifpossible)

Name of Fireworks SuPplier:

Name of Display Operator / Responsible Shooter r.r*o will be pesent oa the day of the event:

fte floulnn
(Pleise submit a resurne showing pyrotechnic certification or qualifications ofthis persoru)

ora*puy1.'fful -_/Qo oWork-week Phone: Cell Phone (for

Name of hrsurance Cornpany: (For shoots on
public property, $500,000 general with the applicant
or sponsor named as certificate holder and the City ofAmes named as an additional insured')

*For displays based on property owned by Iowa State University (including Stuart Smith
Park and Brookside Park), a letter ofauthorization must be obtained from ISU. Contact the
Office of Risk Management, 3618 Administrative Services Building, or calJ 515-294-76'74.

S ignature of Applicant:

Date:

6*Fire lnspector:
'*il*n

J,,

Date:

Wature of Display Opemfor:

,Bate Fee (S25.00) Paid:

tw.07n0n$1
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