
     ITEM #:      26   
DATE:   05-26-09

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT:   FAÇADE IMPROVEMENTS GRANT REQUEST FOR 410 FIFTH STREET 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
Kim Sharp has submitted an application for a Downtown Façade Grant for the building 
housing the Triplett Real Estate and Insurance business at 410 Fifth Street (see map).  
This request is for a $15,000 Downtown Façade Grant for $30,000 of façade 
improvements, as well as $1,000 toward professional fees of $4,500 (see written statement 
and estimate attached). 
 
This 1963 building is not old enough to be considered historic.  However, it represents the 
architecture of its time, within the context of surrounding buildings representing the 1920’s, 
1930’s, and 1970’s.   Separated from these buildings by parking lots, the Triplett building 
has a distinctive image – a one story brick building set close to Fifth Street with large, 
fixed-glass windows on the front that extend all the way up to a low and long peaked roof   
(see attached image of existing façade prior to improvements).  With the exception of the 
slope of the roof, the building generally meets the Downtown Design Guidelines for 
non-historic buildings. 
 
The proposed improvements include replacing the large windows with windows whose 
framing maintains and reinforces the vertical proportions called for by the Guidelines.  The 
existing clay brick masonry will be tuck-pointed where needed.  Limestone veneer accents 
will be added at the various locations on the front façade (see attached images of 
Conceptual Design for Façade Development). 
 
The other existing elements of the front façade, such as its recessed entry and the shift in 
the building footprint, already meet the Guidelines.  No improvements are proposed for the 
other facades, as they already meet the Guidelines for materials, façade modulation, and 
fenestration (see attached page of architectural elevation drawings). Although the 
Guidelines would have the low-pitched roof hidden with a parapet, this is not proposed 
since this would severely compromise the overall character of the building’s original design. 
 
The existing sign perpendicular to 5th Street will be remodeled with stone veneer, new iron 
work, and two new lighted box signs.  A new monument sign will be added parallel with 
Fifth Street with stone veneer over concrete block and a lighted box sign (see attached 
images of Conceptual Design for Façade Development).  Although the cost of the lighted 
box signs are not included in the cost estimate or requested grant funds, the sign 
monument and the improvements to the existing sign structure are included, totaling $1000. 
 The Downtown Design Guidelines for non-historic buildings do not include signs and signs 
have not been supported by grant funds for such buildings (although the illustrations 
included the signs). 
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ALTERNATIVES: 

 
1. The City Council can approve a grant of $14,500 for façade improvements at 410 Fifth 

Street, not including the sign improvements, and $1,000 for professional feels from the 
Downtown Façade Grant Fund. 

 
2. The City Council can approve a grant of $15,000 for façade improvements at 410 Fifth 

Street, including the sign improvements, and $1,000 for professional feels from the 
Downtown Façade Grant Fund. 

 
3. The City Council can deny the request for a Downtown Façade Grant for façade 

improvements at 410 Fifth Street. 
 
4. The City Council can refer this issue back to staff or the applicant for more information 

or for specific revisions for future consideration by the City Council.  
 
MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
As it stands today, the Triplett building is generally consistent with the Downtown Design 
Guidelines, with the exception of the roof pitch. There are also some minor nonconformities 
pertaining to pilasters on the facades that do not face the street.  The overall design of the 
building is reasonably harmonious with the downtown setting. No improvements are 
required to bring it into compliance.   
 
The owner intends to make improvements to the building. The purpose of the façade grant 
program for improvements to buildings that are not historic is to encourage improvements 
that acknowledge or respect the original character of these buildings, while also adding 
characteristics that reinforce the character and quality of the downtown.  The way in which 
the windows are being replaced adds characteristics that reinforce the downtown’s 
architectural character. The other proposed façade improvements will further reinforce the 
character and quality of the downtown. The proposed downtown façade improvements will 
significantly update a non-historic building, while preserving design that generally meets the 
Downtown Design Guidelines. 
 
Therefore, the City Manager recommends that the City Council approve Alternative 
#1, thereby approving a grant of $14,500 for façade improvements at 410 5th Street, 
not including the sign improvements and $1,000 for professional fees from the 
Downtown Façade Grant Fund.   Although grant funds have supported signs on historic 
Main Street buildings that meet the design guidelines, improvements to signs for non-
historic buildings have not been included in grants thus far.  Therefore, this 
recommendation deducts from the requested grant amount $500 (one half of the $1000 
cost of the sign improvements).  If the City Council prefers to support sign improvements 
for non-historic buildings, it should approve Alternative #2, whereby the City Council would 
approve a grant of $15,000 for façade improvements at 410 5th Street, including the sign 
improvements, and $1,000 for professional feels from the Downtown Façade Grant Fund. 
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