
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & IIOUSING

5 I 5 Clark Avenue, P.O. Box 81 1, Ames, IA 500 10
Phone: 515-239-5400 | Fax: 515-239-5404

jbenson@city.ames.ia.us

December 12,2007

Mr. Bob Gibson
Civil Design Advantage
5501 I{W 112tr Street Suite G
Grimes,Iowa 50111

Re: Pre-Application Meeting to Initiate Subdivisiqn Process

Dear Mr. Gibson:

We received the three copies of the Sketch Plan for the proposed Rose Prairie subdivision on Grant

Avenue north of Ames. Please complete the enclosed Sketch Plan Pre-Application Conference

application form and provide four more copies of the drawings. (All of our applications can be found

at- http:1fui'ww.citv,ggnes.ia.us/trousineweb at "Applications.") We witl then schedule the

Pre-application Conference.

please be aware that the current policy of the City for fis property is to require the subdivision and

infrastructure to meet full urban standards of the City, including our subdivision ordinance and

SUDAS. The issues raised by this requirement that we have been talking about for the past few

months still need to be resolved by the City Council, with stalf recommendation. You may want to

consider if a Preliminary Plat submittal packet should be prepared under the current requirements, or if

it should be prepared after the development standards issues are resolved. A PreliminaryPlat must be

submitted within 90 days of a Sketch Plan Pre-ApplicationConference. After t}at, a new conference

nEeds to take place.

Jeffrey Benson, AICP, ASLA
Planner

JB\clh
Enclosure

c: Megan Tjernagel, Eller Developments

S:\Committ€es\DRC\SKETCH PIANSVOO7 I-ETTERS\Rose Prairie - l2-l247.doc



Pre-Anplication Conference Reguirements/[Jnderstandings

February 7,2008
Rose Prairie, southwest comsr of 190ft Steet & Grant Avenue

1. The City of Ames policy for this area (Ames Urban Fringe PIan) rcqukes "urban infrastructure and
subdivision standards, including urban right-of-way standards, urban street constuction and urban
sanitary and potable water systems." The following are preliminary recornmendations of City stafffor
modification of these standards to fit development not provided by City services. When frnal
recommendations are complete, staff will bring them to City Council for consideration as rural
development standards. The process may also include public input and consideration by the Planning
and Zoning Commission.

a. Streets complying to SUDAS standards, including curb and gutter, with modifications for some
surface drainage of stormwater

b. Paving (to City and SUDAS standards for collector streets) of streets adjacant development and
routes between nearest paved sfieet within City limits and development (Grant Avenue in this
case). Vertical alignment changes may be required. Plans for a funre dam and pond on the
adjacent Sturgis property will also be a design issue.

c. Sidewalks to City standards on both sides of all streets
d. Shared Use Path eight feet wide to City standards along western side of subdivision
e. Water mains to SUDAS standards.
f. Sanitary sewer mains to SUDAS standards. Crravity sewers will be required to flow to a

central point. The system must be designed to function without lift sAtions if connected to the
City sanitary sewers. Discharge of wastewater in the Ada Haydn watershed will be required to
meet water quality standards in addition to state standards. A solids handing plan will be
required.

g. Stormwater management plan will be needed. Standaxds for stormwater collection and
treatrne,nt in this Watershed Protection Area are addressed further below.

h. NDPES will be required from the Iowa Departrnent of Nahral Resources for stormwater and
wastewater discharge.

i. Electric service to the south third of the site is in Ames electric services territory, with
sufficient power available. The remainder of the site is served by Midland.

j. Electrical inspection of each home will be required before connecting to Ames electric service.
k. Streeflights needed to be coordinated between Ames and Midland.
l. Electrical easements shall be provided by the developer and coordinate their locations are with

other utility easement requAements

2. Agreements are required that upon annexation the land developer and/or individual landowners shall be
responsible for the full cost of abandoning any portion of the wastewater freatnent and water systems and
cormecting to urban infrastructure.

3. Since rual developme,nt outside the City limits as included in the Arnes Urban Fringe Planwasnot
anticipated in the current Master Transportation Plan, impacts of potential nnal development upon City
bansportation infrastructure must be determined and planned for, before a Preliminary Plat is approved
for any significant development north of Ames, The City can undertake this analysis when funding
allows or the developer can support the cost of such analysis.

4. Annexation agreanant and development agreement are required to assign costs for on-site and off-site
improvements and to guide future tansition of the subdivision/development into the City of Ames.

5. Developmant is shown on an adjacent parcel currently owned by the Sturgis family. This prope4y needs
to be included in the Preliminary Plat or the project in the Preliminary Plat needs to function
independently from development on the adjacent parcel. If both properties are to be developed together,
Story County will need to determine if rezoning is required.



TEXT OF APPLICABLE LAW AND POLICY

Gode of lowa

354 .8 REVIEW AI{D APPROVAT BY GOVERNING BODIES '

A p roposed  subd i v i s i on  p la t  l y i ng  w i ' t h i n  t he  j u r i sd i c t i on  o f  a

governing body shal l  be submit ted to that  governing body for

r e v i e w a n d a p p r o v a l p r i o r t o r e c o r d i n g . G o v e r n i n g b o d i e s s h a l l
apply . . - "or , . t le  s tandards and condi t ions in  accordance wi th

appl icable statutes and ord inances for  the rev iew and approval  of

subdiv j_s ions.  The governi -ng body,  wi th in s ix ty  days of  appl icat ion

for  f ina l  approval  of  the lunOiv ls ion p laL '  shal I  determine

w h e t h e r t h e s u b d i v i s i o n c o n f o r m s t o i t s c o m p r e h e n s i v e . p J - a n a n d
shal l  g ive considerat ion to the possib le burden on publ ic

i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d t o a b a l a n c e o f i n t e r e s t s b e t w e e n t h e p r o p r i e t o r ,
f u t u r e p u r c h a s e r s , a n d t h e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t i n t h e s u b d i v i s i o n w h e n
reviewi-ng the proposed subdiv is ion and when requi r ing the

i n s t a l l a t l o n o f p u b l i c i m p r o v e m e n t s i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h . a p p r o v a l
of  a subdiv is ion '  The go"-rn ing body shal l  not  issue f ina l

approval  of  a subdiv is ion p lat  r in le" !  th"-""bdiv is ion p lat

c o n f o r m s  t o  s e c t i o n s  3 5 4 ' 6 ,  3 5 4 ' 1 1 '  a n d  3 5 5 ' 8 '

I f  the subdiv is ion p lat  and at l  mat ters re lated to

f i n a l a p p r o v a l o f t h e s u b d i v i s i o n p l a t c o n f o r m t o t h e s t a n d a r d s
and condi t ions establ ished by the iovern ing body,  and conform to

th is  chapter  and chapter  3551 the toverning body,  b-y. resoluLion '

s h a l l a p p r o v e t h e p l a t a n d c e r t i f y t h e r e s o l u t i o n w h i c h s h a l l b e
recorded wi th the pJ-at '  The recoider  shal f  refuse to accept  a

subdiv is ion p lat  presenced for  recording wi thout  a resolut ion f rom

each appl icable governing body approving the subdiv is ion p lat  or

waiv ing the r ight  to  rev iew
A c i ty  may establ ish jur isd ic t ion to revaew

subdiv is ions or  ptats of  
" t . . r .y  

ouis ide i ts  boundar ies pursuant  to

the  p rov i s i ons  o1  sec t i on  35a ' -9 '  I n  t he  case  o f  a  c i t y '  t he

provis i -ons of  th is  sect ion apply to the rev iew by the c i ty  of  both

subdiv is ion p lats  and p lats  of  survey '

3 5 4 . 9 R E V I E T T O F P I , A T S W I T H I N T W O M I T ' E S O F A C I T Y '
1.  I f  a  c i ty ,  which has adopted ord inances regulat ing the

div is ion of  land,  desi res to rev iew subdiv is ion p lats  or  prats of

su rvey  fo r  d i v i s i ons  o r  subd i v i s i ons  ou ts ide  the  c i t y ' s

boundar ies,  then the c i ty  shal l  establ ish by ord inance

speci f ica l ly  referr ing to the author i ty  of  th is  sect ion '  the area

subject  to  the c i - tyrs rev iew and approval '  The area of  rev iew may

be ident i f ied by indiv idual  t racts- ,  by descr ib ing the boundar ies

o f t h e a r e a , o r b y i n c l u d i n g a l l l a n d w i t h i n a c e r t a i n d i s t a n c e o f
the c i ty 's  boundar ies,  which shal t  not  extend more than two mi les

d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e c i t y , s b o u n d a r i e s . T h e o r d i n a n c e e s t a b J . i s h i n g
t h e a r e a o f r e v i e w o r m o d i f y i n g t h e a r e a o f r e v i e w b y a c i t y '
shal l  be recorded in t t re of i ice of  the recorder  and f i led wi th the

counEy audi tor .
2-  I f  a  subdiv is ion l ies in  a counLy;  which has adopted

o r d i n a n c e s r e g u l a t i n g t h e d i v i - s i o n o f l a n d ' a n d a l s o l i e s w i t h i n
the area of  rev iew estabr ished by a c i ty  pursuant_ to 

- th is  
sect ion '

then the subdiv is ion p lat  or  p la l  o f  survey for  the d iv is ion or



Obiectives. In assuring the community's "environmental-friendliness", Ames

seeks the following objectives.

3.B. Ames seeks to maintain and enhance the value of its stream corridors as

drainageways and flood management areas, plant and animal habitats'

recreational and scenic areai and pathways for linking the overall

communitY.

3.C. Ames seeks to protect and conserve
purposes: aquifer protection; water quality protection; user conservation

management ptani and animal life support; water-borne recreation; scenic

open space; and, provision of a long-term/reliable/safe source of water for

human consumption and economic activities'

Goal No. 5. lt is the goal of Ames to establish a cost-effective and efficient

growth pattern for de"velopment in new areas and in a limited number of existing

areas for intensification. tt is a further goal of the community to link the timing of

development w1h the installation of puOtic infrastructure including utilities, multi-

modal transportation system, parks and open space'

Obiectives. ln defining the growth pattern and timing of development' Ames

seeks the following objectives.

5.D. Ames seeks to have the real costs of development borne by the initiating

agent when it occurs outside of priority areas for growth and areas served

by existing infrastructure.

FROM GhaPter Six: lmPlementation

capital Investment strategy. In an effort to stimulate development in the priority

areas for growth, the Capiill Investment Strategy contains incentive provisions'

which are au"ilablu t; developers in the form of major infrastructure

improvements. Under this strategy, the City might consider paying the cost of

some or all of the major infrastruliure requiied to expand sanitary sewer mains'

water mains, and paving four lanes of arterial streets. The primary focus of the

Capital Investmenistrrt"gy incentive is the Southwest Growth Priority Area'

The Capital Investment Strategy contains a disincentive provision for

devetopment that occurs outside of the priority growth .areas' Where

development is permitted to occur outside of the identified priority growth areas,

the developer is responsibte for all costs associated with the development of the

area. . .

. . . Outside Prioritv Growth Areas'



Gommon Goals

Common Goal1.2
To prevent premature development and
appropriate locations'

Common Goal 1.5

preserve the most high value farmland in

efficient provision of PublicTo coordinate development decisions with the
facilities and services.

Common Goal 1.6
To protect and preserve sensitive natural resources, including floodplains,
woodland areas, wetlands, and other sensitive natural areas.

FROM Land Use Desiqnations and Policies for Rural/Urban Transition Area

RUTA policy 5: Limit development in areas that would create a need for the
upgrade of ioads before they are scheduled in the appropriate jurisdiction's

capitat improvements program. Where proposed development will potentially

increase ihe traffic volumes in excess of the current road capacity, provide for the

cost of road improvements at the time of development. (Relates to RUTA Goal

3.5)

Priority Transitional Residential (PTR)
Priority Transitional Residential development provides for.an orderly and efficient
transition between existing or future urban areas and rural unincorporated areas. lf
future annexation is requiied, Priority Transitional Residential development will transition
seamlessly into adjacent urban-scale land uses. Therefore, they require a greater

degree of urban infrastructure standards.

pTR policy 1: This land use designation includes allsingle-family-residential
land uses/developments that involve minimum average net densities of 3.75 units
per acre.

pTR policy 2: Strategically locate Priority Transitional Residential land uses in
targeted areas adjacent eiisting municipal limits or Urban Service Areas.
(Relates to RUTA Goal 3.2)

pTR policy 3: Encourage clustering of residential sites within these land areas,
in order to limit the short-term and long-term costs associated with infrastructure
improvements and the distribution of fublic services. (Relates to RUTA Goal 3.2,
3.3)

pTR policy 4: Require urban infrastructure and subdivision standards, including
urban righi-of-way standards, urban street construction and urban sanitary and
potable water systems. lf the City does not require these improvements to be
installed at the lime of subdivision, require infrastructure assessment
agreements. (Relates to RUTA Goal 3.2, 3.3)



(4) Flood Plain Ordinance
isi euitoing, Sign and House Moving Code
(6) Rental Housing Code
(7) TransPortation Plan
(8) Parks Master Plan
(9) BicYcle Route Master Plan

Plats may be disapproved on the basis of the above, and other city

councit 
"pp.u"o 

rjrlnr and policies that may be adopted from time to

time.

Ames Municipal Code Section 23.302(2)(b):

In addition, where the proposed subdivision occurs within the two-mile radius of

the City in which eithei Story Countyor Boone County subdivision regulations will

also apply, the Applicant shall be required to demonstrate compliance with all

applicable requirements set forth in lu.n County regulations prior to-approval of

the Preliminary pfaiUVine City Council. Pursuint to Section 354'9 Code of lowa'

the City has powei of review of att suOOivisions outside the City within two miles

distance of the ciiv{ boundaries in both Boone County and StoryCounty'

Ames Municipal Gode Section 23'302(5):

(5) city council Review of Preliminary- Plat:..AJl propgsed subdivision plats

shall be submitted to the City bouncil foi review and approval in

accordance with these Regutaiions. The City Council shall examine

the Preliminary Plat, 
"ny" "ottents, 

recommendations or reports

examined or made ov tne'pranning and zoning commission' and such

otherinformationasitdeemsnecessaryandreasonabletoconsider.

Ames Municipal Code Section 23'302(6):

(6) City CouncitAction on Preliminary Plat:

a. Based upon such examination, the city council shall determine

whether the preliminary Plat coniorms to relevant and

applilaole design and improvement standards in these

Fiegulations, to 
-oin", 

city oroinances and standards, to the

citi,i Lino i.tse poticy ptan and to the city's other d.uly adopted

pr"i,r. In particul"i, in" city council shall determine whether

the subdivision conforms to minimum levels of service

standardsset for th in theLandUsePo| icyP|anforpub| ic
infrastructure and inirr give due consideratlo1 to the possible

burden of the propor"o "subdivision on public improvernents in

o"i"*i"i"g *["t["i to require the instatlation of additional

public improvements as a condition for approval'



Ames Municipal Code Section 23.403; street Design Standards

Sec.23.{03. STREETS.
i I I c-ie[erel: Tlie arrnlgeuerrt. .har'.icrer. exreut. rriclth. in'ade artd locntiLllr of iill str'eets shali couteu[t

n ith tbe Citrr. "t ler "rl slreet rtltll.). tirese Regtil.rtitrrt:' attt{ rtnf irr'tlrer plaul nclcr}rterl tr'v the Cirl' ('ouucil'

i:l In;tallntton:
( il i Arrl, ilrtxlir-iritrn ii.rr $.hich a prrtdic $rreet is De,.e$sar1recluil'e; the irtitallnticru of sltch *Iteet

inchrdirrg cur.lx alrri grrrters ailequilte ro ien.e ell ltrti ol par'iels of lantl withiu ihe area trr tre sttbtliticletl' Srreets shall

be in;rrllerl l'ith chre regalcl ttr the plesent aucl tbreseetrble neecli of the nrea ttr tre strlxlil'idecl atrcl ttr tlre ltri:rrtir:ri atrcl

cnpacin, rrf existirrg srreers. str.eeti ;hall tre inxtalled nt tbe srrbtlilicler"s espanle artd be ccrrtstntctecl nccor't{tn3 to

r..q,,ir.i.t.n,t c,f rlie Cu1'lructer the ;uFan'isiorr rrf tlre Departuerrt of I'ublic \\'orks'

.1) I Ary s*ch srreet shall trecouJe tlle propert-v of the C'it-v. rqron the Ciqis.iusLrectiort' aptrrloritl'

attclaccq.r latrcetrfsrrcltr t , . . , 'nn.,t l resrr l .xl i r . ic1er.p.| ! 'stot lre(. ir1,arr1,ctrstsa.ssr 'rciateclq. i t l r i t ; i rrstal lat ioulchlt{ i lg
airl'r.nri*ntrl. chrrree tirr' arr-v srrl:,er-i;or',v rrr (1ther ser.'ices 1rr'o'ided b1' the C'it1"

Siclervallts arrcl \\'alkrtii-ts:

i ir ) sicler.r-alks arrtl n olkrval.; shirll be desiguecl to proticlecoul'euient acces;Io nJ"]ft*.tj"-:ll1
i  r4)

sholl co'':ct ro tt .'ciq*,ioe sitieu.alk ilsreln. A 'ri'iurtuu oi:a fotu-ibot *'icle cortcrete sidesnlli shall be i'stnlled
^ - - r  ^ 1 . - . , -

;ilii.',ft1-i';ni'-"i--t'i .,..t.u-e enclr iide .t nr,v :r'eet *'ithirr resit{eutiallf irucl ccrnu'erciall)'zouecl areis flrrd ilo's
-  |  r  -  ^ - . - . . - ^ . , , ; . r .  . . ' . '  t i i x r . r l l '  r r i th  i r r

il ;:::ffi:,ffi;;;rf ru;it't -;r.r,J;iii ro,,..r nr.nr. Srrctr a ;ide'r'alt snirll corurect wirh an)'sicle*'alli uithiu
- - - -  - .  - . - . , . : . . , . 1  . . : . ; l - , " 1 1  -  :  l r . 1 l

il:.|]'r,'ffi1ii#.j.L,j*o*utir11'esisrirrg.rptaposedsideralkirranl'acl.lacetrtalea. A'ryreqtri'etlsitle*'rrlkJtall

tre ccrnstntctecl of concrete atrd tre ar leart tirrrr feet wide'

{ i) A tletbr'rerrt fr,rr tbe ilstnll:rtion of siilen rrlkt rual'be E:r'a[ted b}'the Cig C'c'uncil

,n,he' tc.p.gra'hic cr.rrrtlitio'i esist that lrake the sirlet alk instatlation difficrrlt or rvheu the irstallation of the sicle$'alli

is preounrre. \uhere tlie ilstalliitiorr of a siclelr,alk is detlrred b1'the Ciry Coturcil- au ag'eenrenr g'ill tre execnted

benteen tbe proLrerry o$,er.jrle1.eloper. alrd rhe ciry of fuuei thai rvill e'srue the ftrtrue iustirllatio' .f the side*'nlli'

Tlre deta:rreur a.Sreenrant rr'ill lre accorrr}ranied lry. a caslr escfolt. letter' of credit. or otlrer forru of accepmble firrarrcial

secrrriry to crrrel the c('rst (rf the installrrtiou of the siclertalll'
(r'd. ),1o. -i:0.i. .i-/J-0Jl
(tl A pedesrrian rr'altri"va-v tuacle of coucrete rual'be lequirecl u'lrere cleerued esseurial to protide

access to scho.ls. par.I;; ancl pla1.'gn orurdr. corruuercial aleas. tlausporta,iou or. .or.utt trriry thciliries' A[1'srrch lr'alku'a-v

shall tre uot less than eight feer lide.

( t i) Bikerr.aln: A bicl:cle path shall tre ccrrrsrrrrctecl in iln ar'ea to be srrtrdiridecl i$ or'cler ttr couforrn

s.irh tlie Bic.r.cle Rorrte \'[astet' Plan atlopred trl'the Citl'C'ourrcil' The dirueusiolls ancl cousttrrction sPecificatious of

au-r, s*ch biclcle path shall tre <leter:rriuecl [r1- the rrruntrer arrtl qpe of ttset's arrcl tlre Iocatiolr aud purpose of the bicl'cle

pirh.

Ames Municipal Code Section 23.404 Water Supply Standards

ili \-e14, \liiiter Sillrprlr: .\ry subclirision to rrhiclr a Prrblic u'atet' ruail is not accessitrle reqtrire-" the

irutnllrtiofl at the srrtxlir.ider.'s exlierrse arrc{ subject to retltdreurerrts oithe City pla1l a1{ sPecificatiofls tTt 
:td* 1]:

srrpen-iiio[oftheDelrarrrue[tot:p[blic\\rorki Tlrewatermairq,steurtobeilstalleclshall ilrclttdearl,v$ntefumu1s

a'cl .t5er. \r,{rter ficilirier adeqtrate ro ssr\:e all lors or areas of laacl within the area to be sutxtivicletl' Dlre resnrd rhall

tre gir.eu to the Preienr arrcl reaso[nbll,ftrreseeable nee<L ofthe area to be sutrdi$iclecl alld to the locatiorl ald cnpnciry

of esistirg u,nter ruaius ancl otlrel u.'nta'facilities. .fur,v srrcb rvarel uails or other'$'ater'facilities shall becoure the

pr.olrsg, of the Ciq,. rryon tlre ('itis ilsPection. appr.,r'al. arrd cccelxancg of srrch firairrs arrcl facilities' after the

subciiricler paF ro the Ciry alr]. cost$ irssociatecl .*ith theif insrallariol ioclrrcling arl.v reasonable chatqe fot' au-s

sulreni:or-r' or other' setrice; pror-icler{ try the Ciry



Ames Municioal Code Section 28.503 Municipal Utility Service Connections

.Sec. 18.503. ]Iti\I(:P-{l LTILITY SER\IC:E ('O\}TC:TI(INS CTITSIDE C:tT\-.
l l j Ne perlcrll sball ruake arr inirral sen'ice loirue.rrrLru tLr fttrr' nrrraicilral rriiliq. frrr a:rv builditg c'r

properrt onti:llt tire cr-.rporlte lilrits of the ':in'u'itborri thr espress '.'.rirtat *urhorizatiorr of th: Anus C'in.\'Iauagry.

iI j The tin'r*ruager ;h:rl.l au:thcn'ize ;uch ':Lul1t:cti(tur oilr'h accorcljrricl lidr rh: lar'.'i of rhe Strre of
[o-*.'nr.:rclrhereSrrl.rtiolsofthe[o-r.,aC<nruuerceC'c,ulriti;;irru. Tbecirylr.ruagfinral'reqtuiea:r.r'r:.r:onatrlesptcid
cc,uditiorr ftrr ;ucb ctrnutctiou deerued r:e'.'essar.t'ro ursrut cotq:liarrce rvith ih: p.rlici:;. prrcedures arrit cbl'eiq:uarr
plur-< of the rutrnicipal tuiiirili.

i-li \o iuitlri ser..'er ttr-;ice r',$urecrillni shall br allo$'cd r:rto the Sitttrk Rii'er \ialie]'I$tercsptcrr. truuk
se1.'.'ers or .Sire -i rrerrnr:nr pltrt i-<rrr stnrcnrr:s locattci ru tire l]or-rr1lrlaiu of rhe Shrrili fui'er ;outh of U-S. Hi-sirual-
-r0
r(J;'4.:'. .\:6. .rp-i-i .!6:9

l 1



ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIVISION

WATER QUALITY BASED PER}IIT LIMITS WORK REQIJEST FORill

tS; W Oiti'tf.ction - (No TRC
Required)

n
l8)t For Facrlltlgs wno wtll or may slssudrg's I

Time of Travel within thc servage pipe ifrorn sampling point to outfall) if

applicable - (it rvill be an assumcd zero ifrot filled out)

(ADW)Time of tra"el, or pipe lcngtlt: Velocity in pipe(ffls):

iawwiri." of rravcl: velocitY in

F* F 
"ititi* 

*ho will or may dischargc TRC:

@, what is it imPaired for:

lqr txnonm4rlqN
Ont".t t tf"t"tttion (for consultants):

Perq' 6;uttui6, P.E or Mike Shoup' P'E'

Bar-tJett & Wcst lingincers
6919 Vista Dr. West Dcs Moincs, LA 50266

SISA+O-ZSSi (phone) or 5 15440-2858 (fax

Rcqucstcd BY: Selccl

IDNR WIV EnginecrName:

Population Equivalcm (PE) -

ffitionisoptiona|fo."on.o|tiffi iffi ifr*.to.osstoafaci|iy'sfilctoliI[out

Revised March 2005



Memo
Department of Planning & Housing

TO: JeffBenson

FROM: Charlie Kuester

DATE: February 4,2009

SUBJECT: Discussion with IDNR representatrve

I spoke with charres Furrey of the Iowa Department of Natural Resource's District Five office in Des

Moines on wednesday, FeLruary 4,2009.Mr. F*rey identified himserf as an environmental specialist

*itt tttirty years of experience with reviewing discharge permits.

I described to Mr. Furrey the situation-a proposed preriminary prat of almost 300 lots lying within the

Ada Hayden watershed. I explained that the cunent policy of the City is to not allow connection to the

city sanitary sewer system without being annexed and that the annexation of the development is

inconsistent with the City's growth policy'

Mr. Funey described that semi-public treatment systems (of which the Rose Prairie facility would be

one) are not required to have a certifred operator on-site. His experience is that these facilities generally

are operated by a part time maintenance worker. He stated that ihis arrangement usually has long term

problems as the system decays and is improperly maintained. He indicated, especially if the system is a

mechanical tr.at*errf system, that a sntila ipeiator should be on s-ite to oversee operations and -

undertake regular maintenance. He did indicate that a controlled discharge facility-a three-cell.lagoon

system-may require less oversight and upkeep, but that this type is generally a system used in larger

applications, €.g., a small town or larger development'

The IDNR's role in a semi-public system is that the applicant must seek a discharge permit from the

department. The IDNR *orritorc effluent and, if the facitity is found to be out compliance' seeks

compliance. Compliance procedures are not, of course, instantaneous but may take administrative orders

ot 
"o,rtt 

injunctions. These are often a timely process'

Furthermore, he indicated that the operation of a treatment facility that discharges into either the Squaw

Creek or Skunk River would require disinfection of the effluent. This can be done through the

application of chlorine , ozoneoi ultraviolet radiation. These applications generally require specialized

knowledge, not usually found with a homeowners' association.-e properly-operated three-cell lagoon'

however, can often provide natural disinfection'
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Phone Call

John Kinley, Superintendent, Gilbert Schools
JeffBenson
Preliminary Plat for Rose Prairie

April 15,2008

JeffBenson

Gilbert School Board met last night and discussed Preliminary Plat for Rose Prairie. Comments:

1. Would Grant Avenue be paved from Ames City Limits to 190ft Street? The Board believes that it
should be due to traflic from this development.

2. To best protect the Ada Hayden Watershed, the project should be connected to Ames water and
sanitary sewer systems.
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