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Fireworks Approval

E-Week Charity Ball
Saturday, September 27, 2008
Iowa State University

Applicant: Allison Bryant

The E-Week Charity Ball is a charity fundraising event held each year to celebrate and raise
awareness for the Minds of Tomorrow philanthropic program. All proceeds from the event will
be placed in a charity fund. Grants from this fund will be awarded to K-12 schools that have
under-developed science and math facilities.

For this year's E-Week Charity Ball, we are trying to increase student, faculty, and staff
attendance and awareness of the ball and of Engineers' Week as a whole. One of the ways in
which we hope to accomplish this is through the return of fireworks to the E-Week Charity Ball.
This is something that we hope will draw more people to our event and more attention to the
Minds of Tomorrow charitv.

We have made a few adjustments to our fireworks show to take the residents of the Ames
community into consideration. We are aware that there have been complaints in the past
regarding noisy displays (such as fireworks) that occur atlate hours. Because we are requesting
to have our fireworks display occur at midnight, we have scripted the show to include things that
have very minimal or even no noise effects. All of the aerial shells that are normally included in
a fireworks show have not been used and in place of them, we are using less noisy ground
effects. Some of these effects include: candles, mines, comets, set pieces, gerbs, and flames. I
have been working with the Display Operator at J&M Displays to script our show so that no one
that lives off campus will be disturbed by the show.

We are also hoping to publicize the fact that this display will be happening (if the permit is
granted). One idea that we are looking into is having an announcement in the newspaper. This
way, the Ames residents will know far enough in advance that this will be taking place on
campus. Our main goal is to not disturb the residents at all, but this way they will at least be
aware of it. We are open to any other ideas or suggestions for how to best go about this.

Thank you for your consideration.



Kelm Brueschke
4104 83'd Street
Urbandale, lA 50322
Cell Phone: 51 5.321.2761
Fax Phone: 51 5.27 6-6828
Email :

September 5, 2008

Mayor Campbell & The Ames City Council
P. O. Box 811
515 Clark Avenue
Ames, lA 50010

Dear Mayor Campbell & The Ames City Council

I'm writing to you on behalf of the lowa State University Engineering Week Committee in
regards to tne fireworks show that is planned for midnight on Saturday September 27h,
2008. I understand that there is an issue of noise because of the time that the show will take
place. The original effects scripted in the show were your typical aerial fireworks shells that
include both visual and noise effects. At the request of the ISU officials, the show has been
changed to include only ground effects that do not have the loudness as most fireworks.

The re-scripted show will include ground mines, roman candles, fountains (large sparklers),
fireballs, comets, and small cakes. These effects do not have the loud bangs that aerial
shells produce. An aerial shell like the ones originally scripted in the show and those that
you see at most firework shows break several hundred feet in the air. That noise can be
carried for a long distance and heard by many people. By switching to a "ground effect"
show and using no or low noise effects, any sound produced will be contained near the
show.

In this type of setting (on central campus) where the audience is up-close, the visual effects
really overcome the fact that the noise is missing. In fact, a lot of people actually prefer this
type of show because they are closerto the effects. In the fireworks industry, we call these
effects'close proximity'. They are manufactured with little or no noise and fall out debris.
Besides being crowd pleasers they are also very safe. lf you watched the opening or closing
ceremonies of the Olympics, you would have seen some of these effects that were launched
around the top of the stadium near the spectators.

Just so you are aware, I'm also working with the ISU Homecoming Committee to have a
show at midnight on central campus on Friday October 24rn,2008.I've worked with the
Homecoming Committee on this show for the last 15 years and it's always been very
successful. For that show we will use ground and close proximity effects like we've done in
years past. The students love the show and have a great time. The permit request will be
coming next week for that show.

I've been shooting shows in Ames for many organizations at ISU since the early 1990's and
would be more than happy to answer any questions that you have about this show or
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fireworks in general. While I am located in lowa, my fireworks experiences have take me all
over the country where I've worked with many organizations and city officials. I not only
shoot outdoorfireworks and close proximity shows, but also indoor pyrotechnics. I've
conducted many shows in Hilton Coliseum and several other buildings on the ISU campus
over the last 18 years.

I look forward to working with you on this show and many others in the future.

Sincerely,

Kelm Brueschke
J & M Displays Pyrotechnician & Sales Rep

CC: Karen Thompson -Ames City Clerk's Office
Tom Henricksen - Ames Fire Marshal
Deb Keys - ISU Risk Management
Troy Carey - ISU Environmental Health & Safety
Allison Bryant - ISU Engineers Week Committee


