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More cuts expected =

By BRIAN STEFFEN
Staff Writer

Human services agencies will
undergo even more belt tightening
after Ames officials Saturday said
the federal aid they spend on agen-
cies will be cut even more than
originally expected.

While City Manager Steve
Schainker’s proposed 1986-87 budget
earmarks Ames’s last $150,882*in
federa! revenue sharing money for
the agencies, officials said Saturday
that less than $117,500 will be
available for the new fiscal year.

THAT WILL cause even more
problems for local agencies, some of
which already are proposed to take
major city funding cuts because of
Congress’ refusal to continue the
federal program. Ames City Council
members say they won’t raise pro-
perty taxes to make up for the lost
federal funds.

““The council’s going to have to
make some decisions as to how
they’re going to deal with this latest
reduction in revenue sharing,”
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Ames Finance Director Betty Jo
Harker said. “The picture’s not
going to get any better. It may get
worse.”’ V )

Nearly all of the federal reduction
— about $30,000 — will actually take
place during the remainder of the
current fiscal year, with the rest
coming during the first quarter of
the new year beginning July 1.

WHILE officials said they re-
ceived no explanation for the latest
round of cuts, they arg thought to be
part of the federal government’s
deficit-reduction effort.

And, Harker added, the city may
have even more federal cuts to deal .
with: “We may be optimistic in
including any - revenue sharing
money in the (Ames) budget.”

Harker said the council could take
the latest reduction out of the
$400,000 it allocated for this fiscal
year. Other possibilities include-
spreading the cuts over this year
and next or applying it all to 1986-87.

The council may decide how to
handle the latest reduction next
Saturday, when it holds its annual

always an emotional issue, was
handled,” the report said.

hearing on human services funding.
The Analysis of Social Services
Evaluation Team, which advises the
council on funding matters, will
recommend how the latest cuts
should be made.

IN TERMS of total dollars, three
large local agenties '— Youth and
Shelter Services, Children’s
Services of Central Iowa and the
Regional Substance Abuse Center —
will take most of the cuts already
announced.

The three agencies will lose about
$100,000 in city money among them
during 1986-87 under ASSET’s re-
commendations.

While Saturday’s city budget
session brought bad news for human
services agencies, taxpayers got a

small measure of good news.

Officials announced that, mostly
due to a recomputation of Ames’s
1986-87 debt costs, the city property
tax levy will fall from $10.15 per
$1,000 taxable wvaluation as or-

iginally proposed to about $10.13,

CUTS see page7
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Ames taxpayers are now paying
about $10.29 per $1,000 taxable
valuation to fund the city govern-
ment. City taxes amount {o about 3!}
percent of local property owners
tax bills. o

The reduction in debts costs is tied
to last week’s announcement that

The Democratic Party in- onva
begins its process towards electing
Jowa's leaders in Novembgr 1986
with its precinct caucuses topxght.

«As Democrats attending our

who will work for all Iowans,"” said
Arthur Davis, the chair of the Iowa
Democratic Party.

Davis went on to say
mocratic leaders

that De-

in “the lowa
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Ames's solid waste processing‘plant
experienced a substantial cut in per
capita expenses during 1985 — f{all-
ing about $3 per person to $9.52. .
The relatively low cost permltted
officials to transfer about $25,000
from the plant to pay for debts, an
amount that property laxes were
originally scheduled to pay.

Dems meet tonight...

state government to be sensitive,
efficient, and economical.

“] am proud of House Speaker

_ Don Avenson and Senate Majority
" Leader Bill Hutchins for .putting
_ caucuses, we begin tonight the-un---
"iled effort needed to elect leaders

substance into this legislative

session,” said Davis.

Davis went on, “‘The Democratic
iegislalors are trying to force Tgrry
-Branstad to face facts. He has failed
to mecet his 1982 campalgn
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promise .
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Visitation will be
Monday, Feb. 1€
Funeral Home, Hut
one-half hour before
Calvary United Me
Ames.

Beth Gros:
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died Saturday, Feb
Manor Nursing 1
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