Countydeniedlocaloptiontaxfunding
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When proposals for a one and a half cent local
option tax were made, the understanding was that
Story County would receive money to help fund
human services.
But the tax passedonly in Ames and tiuxley and
now members of the Analysis Social Service
Evaluation Team, the group that recornmends
funding for services, is being told the county will not
receive a dime, according to ASSET member Irene
Howard.
"The county gets nothing, unless it passedrvithin
the townships of the city. Some programs are
mandated.Programs for the mentally ill - but that
is all," said Howard, who is also Ames' Human
Resourceand GeneralRelief Director.
But Lynn Avant, ASSET member and executive
director of the United Way, said the group will get a
portion of the money.
"Some of it will go to
[ASSET]. In the beginningit
was not a firm and fast comrnitment, but there was
the understanding if it would pass that some of it
would be committed to restore ASSET and the Arts
Council." Avant said.
With the possibleloss of the local option tax funds,

the only way the countycould providemoneyfor
ASSETwouldbetc raisepropertytax, shesaid.
said
ASSETchairwoman,
BU'fcHRlsHUNZIKER,
thepossibilityof that is slim.
"Fred Mathison(countysupervisor)
saidhewouid
notraisepropertytax," shesaid.
City AttorneyJohnKlaussaid it is cleariy stated
within the local optiontax law that the countywill
receivenoprofitsfrom thetax.
"The statute providesthat money only goesto
jurisdictionspassingthetax," hesaid.
However,duringthe campaignfor the optiontax,
moneywouldbeprovidedfor the
expected
supporters
county'shurnanservices.
"I don'tthinkanyonewastryingto bemisleading,"
Avant said."There wasno intentionto fool anyone,
butthepassingI of thetax] wasunexpected."
Howardsaidmoneyeanstill beprovidedfor human
servicesif the City Counciland countysupervisors
increasetheirbudgetsfor suchprograms.
But thereis no specificdateset for the Councilor
to tell ASSEThowmuchmoneyit will be
supervisors
workingwith and Hunzikersaid it may not beknown
until ASSET'smeetingwith its fundersDec.10.
Avant said County Attorney Mary Richards is
trying to get a ruling from Attorney GeneralTom
Miller to finalizehowthemoneywill bedistributed.

