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ITEM #: 37 
DATE: 06-22-23 
DEPT: Admin 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: FIREWORKS PERMIT FOR DOWNTOWN AMES RAGBRAI EVENTS 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
As a part of the planned activities for RAGBRAI on July 25, a variety of entertainers are 
expected to perform downtown. It is anticipated that between 6,000 and 8,000 attendees 
will be present for the main musical performer, which is the band Hairball. Hairball’s act 
utilizes ground-effects fireworks during the band’s performance show. 
 
The approvals for the downtown beer garden, street closures, and other details are 
expected to be presented to City Council at a future meeting. However, Council is being 
asked to consider approval of the Hairball fireworks at this time. 
 
Staff from Police, Fire, and the City Manager’s Office have reviewed the plans for the 
fireworks display. The application and plans appear to be in order. The display will be 
operated by a qualified and experienced fireworks operator. 
 
Section 17.6(6) of Municipal Code requires that a person obtaining a Fireworks permit 
from the City must maintain liability insurance with Comprehensive General Liability limits 
in the amount of $1,000,000 combined single limit and Excess Liability limits in the amount 
of $5,000,000.  
 
Hairball has requested an exception to the $5,000,000 excess liability requirement, 
and instead is proposing coverage in the amount of $2,000,000. Hairball has 
indicated that the $2,000,000 limit is the level of coverage it has been subject to in other 
communities. The difference in liability coverage amounts also has an impact on the price 
of obtaining the coverage. Staff has been told the higher liability limit will cost an 
additional $1,200. 
 
City staff cannot recall a previous instance where lower liability coverage limits for a 
fireworks display were requested or approved. Although the type of fireworks display 
being undertaken by the Hairball pyrotechnics team has less risk than an aerial display 
and will meet or exceed all required safety requirements, staff notes that this display will 
occur in a crowded downtown street. 
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ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. Approve the fireworks permit for Downtown Ames RAGBRAI Festival, but require 
the insurance limits as indicated in Municipal Code. 
 

2. Approve the fireworks permit for Downtown Ames RAGBRAI Festival and waive 
Section 17.6(6) of Municipal Code to allow for a $2,000,000 excess liability 
insurance coverage instead of $5,000,000 of coverage. All other insurance 
coverage requirements of this section of Municipal Code would continue to apply. 
 

3. Do not approve the fireworks permit. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The fireworks display is a key component of Hairball’s performance. Staff has reviewed 
the application for a fireworks permit and believes the display operator will be able to host 
a successful display in the Downtown area during RAGBRAI. However, even the most 
well-planned displays can be subject to malfunction or other issues, which is the purpose 
of the insurance limits adopted in Municipal Code. Therefore, it is the recommendation of 
the City Manager that the City Council adopt Alternative No. 1, as noted above.  
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