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Legal Department 

MEMO 
Legal Department 

To: Mayor Haila and Ames City Council  
  
From: Mark O. Lambert, City Attorney  
  
Date: March 5, 2021 

  
Subject: Purchase of 2802 Arbor Street 
 

At the February 9, 2021 Ames City Council meeting, the Council directed that 
the purchase of a property at 2802 Arbor Street be placed on a future Council 
agenda. 

The property at 2802 Arbor Street is owned by Julia and Marcy Webb.   The 
Webbs and the City have been in discussions for some time about issues with 
their service line at the house which apparently fails to connect to the City’s 
sanitary sewer system.   

As the property will likely need to be demolished and some sort of 
environmental mitigation likely will need to take place, the City is purchasing the 
property to address the situation.  The Webbs no longer reside at the property.  
The purchase agreement is attached. 

The City and the Webbs have agreed that the City will purchase the property for 
the amount remaining on the Webbs’ mortgage at the time of closing, and that 
the City will assume closing costs, up to a total amount of $100,000.   The 
amount remaining on the mortgage is approximately $95,000.     As the City’s 
plan is to demolish the structure, the City has agreed to the Webbs’ request that 
they be allowed to remove the furnace and central air conditioning unit for use 
at their new house and this is noted in the purchase agreement.  Also, staff has 
agreed informally that the Webbs may remove and retain approximately 20 
smaller items (such as light fixtures, towel racks, etc.) most of which the Webbs 
had installed in the Arbor Street house. 



 

ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Approve the Purchase Agreement, purchasing 2802 Arbor Street for the 
amount remaining on the mortgage, with the City assuming closing costs, 
for a total amount not to exceed $100,000. 

2. Do not approve the Purchase Agreement for 2802 Arbor Street. 
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