
            ITEM #         28a        
 DATE:  06-09-20       

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE EXPIRATION DATE OF THE CURRENT 

AMES URBAN FRINGE PLAN (AUFP) 28E AGREEMENT BY ONE 
YEAR. 

 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
On February 18, 2020, Story County Board of Supervisors passed Resolution #20-64 
“acting on support of the current Ames Urban Fringe Plan (AUFP), extending the current 
Ames Urban Fringe Plan (AUFP) 28E Agreement, and acknowledging interest in working 
with jurisdictions to amend goals and policies of the future AUFP.” The Fringe Plan and 
28E related to the 2-mile extraterritorial area around the City where the City of Ames 
has subdivision authority based upon the Code of Iowa. As part of Council 
communications on March 10, 2020, the City Council directed staff to place County’s 
request for Ames to adopt a similar resolution be placed on a future agenda.  
 
The original AUFP 28E Agreement was adopted on July 11, 2011 (Attachment ‘A’). It was 
able to automatically renew for one five-year period and currently expires on July 11, 
2021. The Agreement includes provisions for amending the Plan and the agreement, 
automatic extensions, and termination. Staff has determined that extending the 28E is 
covered by Section 7 of the agreement as an amendment.  
 
Story County’s intent with the one-year extension proposal is to allow current processes 
for development review within the fringe area to continue while allowing time to work on 
goals and policy amendments to the future AUFP. Gilbert has adopted a similar 
resolution.  
 
28E AGREEMENT   
 
The 28E Agreement was developed to implement the Ames Urban Fringe Plan. It is a 
cooperative agreement between Ames, Gilbert and Story County. The 28E Agreement 
defines the role of each party in reviewing proposed subdivisions in the fringe area and 
agrees to consistent planning objectives to manage development and preserve natural 
resources and prime agricultural land. As a result, it provides customers and property 
owners a more streamlined process for approval of these divisions. Jurisdictions 
are still able to provide recommendations during subdivision approval for any 
needed infrastructure. 
 
If the 28E Agreement expires, the Urban Fringe Plan would remain in place as 
adopted by the City as its land use policy for the 2-mile area surrounding the City. 
However, there would be no agreement on how to jointly administer land use and 
subdivision review in the 2-mile area around the City and the City would assume full 
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subdivision authority over all types of divisions and the County would have independent 
zoning authority and also subdivision review.   Each jurisdiction would proceed in more 
of an ad-hoc manner, administering subdivision review and eliminating the current 
stream-lined process. 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. The City Council can approve a Resolution amending the expiration date of the 
AUFP 28E Agreement by one year to July 11, 2022, based upon Section 7 of the 
Agreement. 

 

2. The City Council can approve alternative language for the proposed Resolution. 
 

3. The City Council can request additional information and defer making a 
recommendation. 

 
 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Adoption of the Resolution allowing an extension is beneficial to the City of Ames, given 
the status of the Ames Plan 2040 and its timeline for adoption. This allows for additional 
time to approve Plan 2040 and then to discuss the policy implications related to 
management of the 2- mile fringe area around the City.  In the event the extension is not 
desirable through July 2022, the City can still exercise and option to terminate the 
agreement or request a lengthier extension.    
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council 
approve Alternative #1 as described above. 
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ATTACHMENT ‘A’ 
EXISTING 28E AGREEMENT 
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