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ITEM # ____10___ 
DATE:    03-10-20 

 
 

COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 
SUBJECT:  REQUESTS FOR SPRING FEST ON APRIL 3 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Approximately 20 rental property companies in Ames are planning to host Spring Fest 
from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Friday April 3. The event is open to the public and is 
intended to provide food vendors, music, and inflatables, along with information about 
housing opportunities for prospective renters. 
 
The event will take place along the 200 block of Welch Avenue. To facilitate the event, 
organizers are requesting the following: 
 

• Closure of Welch Avenue from 100 feet south of the intersection of Chamberlain 
Street to Hunt Street, from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

• Closure of 14 metered parking spaces from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
• A blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit for the closed area 
• A blanket Vending License 

 
Access to Welch Lot T will be maintained on the west through the access on 
Chamberlain Place. The event will require the closure of 14 on-street metered parking 
spaces (Estimated $35 loss of revenue to the Parking Fund). Because this event is 
not being operated as a nonprofit activity, City staff does not recommend a 
waiver of fees for the lost parking meter revenue or the blanket Vending License.  
 
A Noise Permit will be issued for the event. City staff will provide barricades, and 
organizers have planned for volunteers to manage the street closures. Organizers have 
also contracted with a private security firm to assist with the crowd control. The rain date 
for this event is April 10th. 
 
The event will require the detouring of CyRide routes. CyRide staff has evaluated 
several alternatives, and will detour buses along Hayward Avenue from Lincoln 
Way to Storm Street. 
 
City staff has requested that event organizers notify not only the affected businesses 
and residents in the area, but also the residents along Hayward Avenue, where CyRide 
will be detoured. The organizers were asked to provide information to the neighbors 
about the timing of the event and the March 10th City Council meeting where the 
proposal will be considered. 
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ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. Approve the requests for Spring Fest as described above for April 3, including 
the street and parking closure, detour of CyRide, blanket Temporary Obstruction 
Permit, blanket Vending License, and the April 10 rain date, but require 
reimbursement for Vending License fee and lost parking meter revenue. 
 

2. Direct staff to work with organizers to develop an alternate plan for the event. 
 

3. Do not approve the event. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
This is a new event, sponsored by a number of housing providers in the Ames area. 
Although it is sponsored by for-profit companies, no fees will be charged to enter the 
event area or participate in the activities. The event provides the public an opportunity to 
explore housing options while participating in the activities provided for the event. As a 
for-profit event, the organizers would be charged for lost parking meter revenue and the 
Vending License fee. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1 as described above. 
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