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ITEM # 13 
DATE: 01-14-20 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: AMES MAIN STREET REQUESTS FOR MUSIC WALK 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Ames Main Street (AMS) is planning to host its annual Music Walk event on Thursday, 
April 23 from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. In addition to the traditional arrangements for Music 
Walk, AMS will be working with Downtown food establishments to set up outdoor seating 
areas inside metered parking stalls adjacent to the establishments. AMS staff has made 
the following requests of the City Council to help facilitate the Music Walk festivities on 
April 23: 
 

a. Blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit for the Central Business District sidewalks 
and Blanket Vending License for the Central Business District from 3:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. 

b. Waiver of fee for Blanket Vending License ($50 loss to City Clerk’s Office) 
c. Use of City-owned electrical outlets and waiver of costs from 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

(approximately $5 loss to Electric Fund) 
d. Waiver of parking meter fees and enforcement in the Central Business District 

from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (Loss of $459.75 to Parking Fund) 
e. Closure of 10 parking spaces in the Central Business District from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 

p.m. 
 
No alcohol service or consumption will be permitted in the temporary sidewalk cafes. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the Music Walk requests as submitted by AMS, including a blanket 
Temporary Obstruction Permit and blanket Vending License for the Central 
Business District, use of electricity, and closure of parking spaces. 
 

2. Approve the Music Walk requests as submitted by AMS, but require reimbursement 
for the parking meter fees, Vending License fee, and electricity use fee. 

 
3. Do not approve the requests. 
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CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
This event provides Ames residents with another opportunity to enjoy family-oriented 
outdoor activities. Because of the City Council’s goal of strengthening Downtown, this type 
of special event should be facilitated.  
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the Music Walk requests as submitted by Ames Main 
Street, including the waiver of parking meter fees, Vending License fee, and electricity use 
fee. 



                                                   

 

 
 
 
 



                                                   

 

 
 
 



                                                   

 

 


