
The Honorable John Haila, Mayor 
City of Ames 
MayorCouncil@cityofames.org 

Issue: request for the City of Ames Mayor and Council's opinion about a proposal to change the name of 
Squaw Creek flowing through the City of Ames, Story County, Boone County, and Hamilton 
County Dear Mayor Haila: 
As you may know, the U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN) is responsible by law for standardizing 
geographic names for use by the Federal Government. One of the functions of the BGN is to 
accept and process proposals to name unnamed geographic features or to change existing 
names. 

A proposal can be submitted by any interested individual or organization, or local, State, 
Federal, or Tribal agency. Provided the proposal meets the criteria of the BGN's principles and 
policies, the BGN staff will accept it for consideration. 

Because the BGN places importance on local opinion, the staff will ask for input from local 
governments who are elected to represent its citizens who might have an interest. 

A resident of Ames submitted a proposal to the BGN to change the name of Squaw Creek, a 
tributary of the South Skunk River, to Story Creek. The proponent states that 

"lndividuals of Native American descent have protested the name of this stream beginning at least in 
the 1990s, and it is known that the current name has an offensive connotation." 

The proponent proposed the name Story Creek because 
"Story County is the county of (by far) the highest population through which this stream flows." 

We would like to know whether your office supports or opposes the change from Squaw Creek to Story 
Creek. We also ask that you share this request with other offices or organizations that might have an 
interest, such as a local historical society. We are also asking for input from the Story County Board of 
Supervisors, the Boone County Board of Supervisors, and the Hamilton County Board of Supervisors. We 
will ask each County Board to ask the Trustees of the townships located in each county. 

In order for the BGN to consider all aspects of this request, we would welcome any additional historical 
details you might have about the existing name, including any other name(s) used locally for the feature. 

If you support a change to the existing name but believe a different replacement name would be more 
appropriate, you are welcome to initiate a counterproposal or solicit suggestions from other interested 
parties. If you wish to propose another name, please let us know and we can provide further instructions. 

This proposal is listed on the BGN's Quarterly Review List 437, which is posted at  
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/f?p=geonames_web:review_lists . The case summary is also attached 
for your review, along with the original proposal, a map showing the location of the stream, and a 
Geographic Name Proposal Recommendation form to facilitate a response from your office. Once we 
receive your response, we will ask the Iowa State Names Authority for its recommendation. 

The BGN's Name Changes Policy and Derogatory and Offensive Names Policy are also attached for your 
review as you consider the request. These policies state (in part): 

"Existing names, especially personal commemorative names, which honor an individual, and those 
names in longstanding public usage, should not be changed unless the proponent presents a 
compelling reason to do so. Even when the historical basis for an existing name is unknown, the 
BGN will still treat it with deference." 
"The BGN's guiding principle for the names of places, features, and areas in the United States and 
its territories is to approve for official Federal use the names found in present-day local usage...An 
exception to this principle may occur when a name is derogatory or is shown to be offensive to a 
particular racial or ethnic group, gender, or religious group... 
Any individual or agency may submit to the BGN a proposal to change an existing name that they 
consider offensive. Such proposals should include reasons why the proponent believes the existing 
name is offensive. The proponent must offer an alternative name as part of the proposal, following 
BGN guidelines for name proposal submittals. In proposing an alternate name, a conscientious effort 
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should be made to offer an alternative name that does not eliminate or obscure the original intent of 
the geographic name as a historical record on the cultural landscape, taking into account the 
historical, cultural, or ethnic significance of the original name." 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and we look forward to hearing from you. Meanwhile, if 
you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact us. We may be contacted by mail at the address 
below; by telephone at (703) 648-4553; or by e-mail at BGNEXEC@usgs.gov 
Sincerely, 

 
Matt O'Donnell, research assistant 
For Jennifer Runyon, research staff 
U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
U.S. Geological Survey 
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive 
MS523 
Reston VA 20192-0523 
Matt O'Donnell I Xcellent Technology Solutions, Inc. 
Contractor in support of U.S. Board on Geographic Names I Domestic Names Committee 
Phone: 703.648.4553 
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