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SUBJECT: POLAR BEAR PLUNGE REQUESTS 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Greek Week Committee has submitted plans to host its Polar Bear Plunge 
beginning at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 5. During the event, members of the Iowa State 
Greek Community will plunge into an above-ground pool in support of the Special 
Olympics of Iowa. The Committee is proposing the Plunge take place north of the Greek 
Triangle along Sunset Drive. To facilitate the event, a portion of Sunset Drive and the 
eastern portion of Pearson Avenue along the Greek Triangle need to be closed and 
parking regulations suspended from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. on April 5. A temporary 
obstruction permit is also requested for the closed area.  
 
Organizers will arrange to rent a hydrant meter from the Water Department to minimize 
the time needed to fill the pool. At the conclusion of the event, the water will be drained 
into the adjacent storm sewer. Organizers have informed staff that certified lifeguards 
with first aid training will be present. 
 
The organizers will notify the affected residents about the closures and their event by 
canvassing the area and by placing signs in the affected area prior to the event. No 
Parking signs will be placed in the affected area no later than 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 4. 
 
 ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the requests as indicated above for Polar Bear plunge on Friday, April 5. 
 

2. Deny the requests. 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The Polar Bear Plunge is a student-run event at Iowa State that highlights the 
fraternities and sororities and their contributions to the community. Funds raised from 
the event will go towards Special Olympics Iowa. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative #1, thereby approving the requests as indicated above for Polar Bear plunge 
on Friday, April 5. 
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