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ITEM # 16 

DATE: 09-25-18 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: REQUESTS FROM ISU HOMECOMING CENTRAL COMMITTEE FOR 

ISU HOMECOMING EVENTS 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
From October 26-27, the Homecoming Central Committee at Iowa State University is 
again planning to host its annual Homecoming activities. The events this year include 
the traditional ExCYtement in the Streets lawn displays and mass campaniling on 
Friday, October 26. Earlier this year, the City Council approved the downtown 
Homecoming parade as a kickoff to the activities, to be held Sunday, October 21. 
 
ExCYtement in the Streets consists of two activities on Friday, October 26th: the Greek 
System lawn displays and fireworks on Central Campus in conjunction with 
Campaniling. The lawn displays will be exhibited between approximately 8:00 p.m. and 
10:00 p.m. To facilitate this event, organizers are asking the City Council to approve the 
following requests: 
 

 Closure of Sunset Drive from Ash Avenue to just west of the intersection with 
Beach Avenue 

 Closure of Ash Avenue from Gable Lane to Knapp Street (Knapp and Gable will 
remain open) 

 Closure of Gray Avenue from its intersection with Gable Lane to Greeley Street 

 Closure of Pearson Avenue between Greeley Street and Sunset Drive 

 Temporary Obstruction Permit for the closed areas as well as the Greek Triangle. 
 
Streets will be closed at approximately 5:00 p.m. and will be reopened by 11:00 p.m. 
On-street parking will also be prohibited on these streets from 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
October 25, to 11:00 p.m. on Friday, October 26. 
 
Public Works will provide the barricades necessary for the street closures along with 
“No Parking” signs. Organizers will be responsible for staffing the barricades while they 
are in place. Organizers have indicated they will notify affected non-Greek residents by 
going door-to-door with information. A letter of support from the Campustown Action 
Association is attached. 
 
Organizers also plan to hold the annual fireworks display on Central Campus as part of 
mass Campaniling. Therefore, a fireworks permit is requested for a ground effects 
fireworks display on Central Campus to begin at midnight (12:00 a.m.) on Friday night, 
October 26th.  
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In the past four years, concerns regarding noise from the fireworks component of 
this event were raised during the City Council discussion and approval. However, 
the City Council has continued to approve this component of the event as 
planned. Event organizers have been made aware of the concerns regarding 
noise from fireworks and wish to proceed with conducting the fireworks shoot at 
midnight in the same manner as previous years.  
 
Organizers have informed City staff that they are working with the on-campus Veterans 
Center to communicate in advance with students who may be distressed by the noise 
from fireworks. Organizers have also reported they will notify the SCAN neighborhood 
association about the fireworks display. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the requests from the Homecoming Central Committee for street and 
parking closures and a Temporary Obstruction Permit on Friday, October 26th, 
and a Fireworks Permit for Central Campus at midnight on Friday night, October 
26th 

 
2. Deny the requests. 

 
MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The Homecoming Central Committee has a long track record of successfully hosting 
lawn displays as part of ExCYtement in the Streets. The Homecoming Central 
Committee has indicated a desire to continue conducting a fireworks shoot on Central 
Campus at midnight as part of the celebration. Staff has informed the organizers that 
concerns exist regarding the noise from the fireworks and the effect on the surrounding 
neighborhood. However, the organizers wish to proceed with a midnight fireworks 
display. The City Council has been supportive of the fireworks display in the past and 
has given City staff no formal direction regarding the fireworks. City staff, therefore, 
assumes that the City Council continues to be supportive of the fireworks display. 
 
Assuming the City Council continues to support the midnight fireworks display, it is the 
recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt Alternative No. 1, 
thereby approving the requests from the Homecoming Central Committee for street and 
parking closures and a Temporary Obstruction Permit on Friday, October 26th, and a 
Fireworks Permit for Central Campus at midnight on Friday night, October 26th 
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