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 ITEM # __13____ 
 DATE 09-25-18 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR LAND FOR THE NORTH RIVER 

VALLEY WELL FIELD & PIPELINE PROJECT 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Ames Water Treatment Plant relies on a network of 22 potable supply wells as the 
source of drinking water for the community. As old wells fail and need to be replaced 
and as demand for treated water increases, additional wells must be drilled.  
 
The location for a new well field has been chosen using a detailed ground water 
hydraulic model. The new wells are proposed to be constructed on land north of East 
13th Street and east of the Skunk River. Development of the proposed well field will 
consist of an interconnecting pipeline and three new wells, each with a capacity of 1,000 
gallons per minute. The planned new well field will add an estimated 2.6 million gallons 
per day (mgd) of raw water that will be delivered to the City’s Water Treatment Plant.  
 
The 2016-17 Capital Improvements Plan outlines the multi-year budget that includes 
$518,000 for design/engineering and purchase of easements for the project.  The total 
budget for the project is $5,561,000. 
 
The selected pipeline route allows the entire pipeline to be constructed on City property. 
As for the wells, two of the proposed locations are located on City property and one well 
required land to be acquired. While not essential, staff is additionally working on a 
temporary construction easement on another parcel to facilitate construction of the 
pipeline.   
 
During preliminary design, it was discovered that the access to the new well field 
and the existing city park is owned by the property owner across Stagecoach 
Road. City staff thought it prudent to determine if the City could purchase the 
parcel that the City has been historically using as an entrance. City staff 
approached the owners David Hade and Delores Jespersen and they indicated 
they would be willing to subdivide their parcel and sell the City the portion on the 
east side of the road. During further negotiations, the property owner asked for 
the City to acquire the entire portion under the road and would sell it at no 
additional cost. 
 
With the assistance of the City’s right of way agent, a compensation estimate was 
completed.  This was done in lieu of a formal appraisal because of the small amount of 
land needed.  The total amount of acres being purchased is 1.09 acres (0.2 acres land 
by fee title and 0.89 acres underlying fee title).  An offer of $5,200 was proposed to 
the property owners and they have approved the purchase agreement.  
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Previously on July 10, 2018, the Council approved the purchase of land for the third well 
of this new well field.   No other permanent land acquisition is needed for the project to 
move forward. The temporary construction easement is still being finalized. Staff 
anticipates being ready for bidding later this fall so it is important to continue the 
process of acquiring the land needed for the new well field.  
 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 
1. Approve the purchase agreement and acquire 1.09 acres from David Hade and 

Delores Jespersen in the amount of $5,200 for the construction of the North River 
Valley Well Field and Pipeline Project.   
 

2. Direct staff to continue negotiating with the property owner at a lower price per acre 
for the necessary land for the project. 

 
3. In lieu of purchasing the parcel, negotiate an access agreement with the property 

owners. 
  
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
In order to preserve and increase source water capacity as existing wells continue to 
age and become less effective, new wells need to be constructed.  While this parcel has 
been used for years to access City park land, staff feels that the increased use due to 
construction and ongoing maintenance of the new wells warrants acquiring the property.  
Staff has made a good faith effort to negotiate with the property owner and has reached 
a mutually agreeable price for the land.  Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City 
Manager that the City Council adopt Alternative No. 1 as described above. 
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