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          ITEM #__13__       
DATE 11-14-17 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT:   VACATION AND CONVEYANCE OF BLACKWOOD CIRCLE RIGHT-

OF-WAY TO 1101 BLACKWOOD CIRCLE 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
City of Ames staff has been approached by the owner of 1101 Blackwood Circle about 
vacating and conveying existing City-owned land that lies between two parcels owned 
by the same owner.   
 
This area was platted in 1938 and an area was dedicated to the City with the intention 
of providing a pedestrian connection to a future bridge over Squaw Creek.  After doing 
research, this area has not been used as intended and existing bridges over Squaw 
Creek were placed each north and south of the original intended location as shown on 
Attachment A.  Attachment B provides a map of existing conditions, including the 
locations for two existing bridges over Squaw Creek which currently connect to 
pedestrian networks and Brookside Park. 
 
Staff, in coordination with staff from various city departments about this area, identified 
a need to expand the existing storm sewer easement located on Parcel D as owned by 
1101 Blackwood Circle.  The existing storm sewer easement is 10 feet wide and some 
of the existing pipe and structures are located on the easement boundary.  Additionally, 
the existing easement is too narrow to get maintenance equipment onto as the City 
needs to maintain its infrastructure.  In exchange for the potentially vacated right-of-
way, the property owner has agreed to convey to the City an additional 10 feet of 
storm sewer easement near the existing storm sewer easement. 
 
Staff also contacted private utility companies and this area is clear and no intention of 
future use was communicated from any private utility companies. 
 
Attachment C shows the proposed right-of-way to be vacated.  Attachment D shows the 
proposed storm sewer easement. 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 
1. Set the date of public hearing as November 28, 2017, to approve the vacation 

and conveyance of the Blackwood Circle right-of-way adjacent to 1101 
Blackwood Circle. 

 
2. Reconsider conveyance of the existing right-of-way. 
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MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Conveyance of the existing right-of-way will allow property owner to make 
improvements to the existing structure. Conveyance of additional storm sewer 
easement to the City by the property owner will enable staff to better maintain the 
existing infrastructure.  If this is approved, a permanent storm sewer easement will be 
prepared by staff and recorded once the property owner signs the document. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby setting the date of public hearing as November 28, 2017, to 
approve the vacation and conveyance of the Blackwood Circle right-of-way adjacent to 
1101 Blackwood Circle. 
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