
            ITEM #   4   

 DATE : 09/26/17     
 

 COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 

SUBJECT:   NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY FOR  

    THE AMES MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The City has received a request for a recommendation of National Register eligibility for the 
proposed Ames Main Street Historic District, including all properties located between the 
boundaries of 5

th
 Street on the north, Duff Avenue on the east, Clark Avenue to the west, 

and the south property lines of lots abutting the south side of Main Street as the southern 
boundary (See Attachment A – Location Map).  The Ames Main Street Cultural District 
prepared the application, with support from the City, and submitted it to the State Historical 
Preservation Office(SHPO). A copy of the National Register Nomination for the Ames Main 
Street Historic District is available at the Ames Public Library and on the City of Ames 
website.   
 
The proposed Ames Main Street Historic District includes a total of 83 buildings.  Of these 
buildings, 68 (sixty-eight) have been classified in the National Register application as 
“Contributing.”  There are 14 (fourteen) “Non-Contributing” buildings, and 2 (two) buildings 
which are already individually listed on the National Register, which include the Youth & 
Shelter Services, Inc. offices at 420 Kellogg Avenue, and the former Masonic Temple at 
413, 417, 427 and 429 Douglas Avenue (See Attachment B – Classification of Structures). 
 
As a Certified Local Government (CLG), one of the City’s responsibilities is to review 
National Register nominations for any properties that lie within the jurisdiction of our local 
Historic Preservation Commission.  Nominations are first submitted to the State Historic 
Preservation Office, and a copy of the nomination is then sent to the CLG for review and 

comment.  After allowing for public comment, the question to be answered by the 

Historic Preservation Commission, as well as by the Mayor and City Council, is 

whether the nominated historic district meets the National Register of Historic 

Places Significance Criterion A and C and is supported by the City. 
 
The applicant has selected National Register Criterion A and C as being applicable to 
this application.  Criterion A and C are described as follows: 
 

 Criterion A are those properties that are associated with events that have made 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 

 Criterion C are those properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that 
possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction. 
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The completed nomination forms include a summary of the significance of the Ames Main 
Street Historic District (see Attachment C – Summary of Significance). 
 
The State Nominations Review Committee (SNRC) plans to consider the nomination of the 
Ames Main Street Historic District at their meeting on October 13, 2017, in the State of 
Iowa Historical Building at 600 E. Locust Street, Des Moines, Iowa. 
 

Historic Preservation Commission Recommendation. At the Historic Preservation 
Commission meeting on September 11, 2017, the Commission voted 4-0, with two 
abstentions, to find that the nomination of the Ames Main Street Historic District to the 
National Register of Historic Places meets National Register Significance Criterion A and 
C, and recommended National Register eligibility to the State Nominations Review 
Committee. 
 

ALTERNATIVES:                              
 
1. The City Council finds that the nomination of the Ames Main Street Historic District 

to the National Register of Historic Places meets National Register Significance 
Criterion A and C and recommends National Register eligibility to the State 
Nominations Review Committee. 
 

2. The City Council finds that the nomination of the Ames Main Street Historic District 
to the National Register of Historic Places does not meet the National Register 
Significance Criterion and recommends National Register ineligibility to the State 
Nominations Review Committee. 

 
3. The City Council can postpone this request for additional information from the 

applicant or City staff. 
 

MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
City staff believes that the information provided in the application provides a solid basis for 
a determination of significance under Criterion A and C and can be supported for listing on 
the National Register. If the nomination is ultimately approved and listed on the National 
Register, it does not create historic review requirements for the City. The City Council 
would need to establish by local ordinance a historic district for it to be subject to historic 
review.  
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council accept 
Alternative #1, thereby finding that the nomination of the Ames Main Street Historic District 
to the National Register of Historic Places meets National Register Significance Criterion A 
and C, and recommends National Register eligibility to the State Nominations Review 
Committee. 
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Attachment A – Location Map 
Proposed Ames Main Street Historic District 
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Attachment B – Classification of Structures  
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Attachment B – Classification of Structures  
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Attachment C – Summary of Significance  
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Attachment D – Statement of Integrity  
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Attachment D – Statement of Integrity  
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Attachment D – Statement of Integrity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


